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Harry Brake 
(“the personalization of 
organization,” page 24) 
Serving as assistant librar-
ian and media specialist in 
the Upper School, as well as 
the literary magazine ad-
viser, Harry joined ASF this 
school year after teaching AP English and Hon-
ors English in his native Delaware. He has also 
coached cross country, taught world and Amer-
ican literature and volunteered at the National 
Aquarium in Baltimore. His principal interest is 
21st century media, especially the interface be-
tween media technology and education.

yolanda Galán (’65)
(“Brain Food,” page 10)
An ASF alumna, a mother 
of two ASF graduates and 
teacher for nine years. Now a 
SEP coordinator, she focuses 
on the whole child. Included 
in this responsibility has been 
her involvement in the ECC snack program, where 
she helps make sure children get some food for 
their brains to get started every morning. 

cindy tanaka (’91) 
(“Forging a Legacy,” 
page 33)
An ASF alumna and staff 
member for the last nine 
years, Cindy took over as 
alumni relations coordinator 
this year. Along with Alumni 
Council President Leon Merikanskas (’93) and 
the rest of the council members, she has helped 
oversee a push to increase the involvement and in-
terconnectedness of ASF’s vast, worldwide alumni 
network. She is also responsible for assembling all 
the news you see in the alumni section of Focus 
each issue. It was her special privilege to produce 
the profile in this issue of Kathryn Blair, noted 
author and one of ASF’s most illustrious alumni. 
“It was a great experience and an honor to have 
interviewed her,” Cindy says. 

Diego Zaragoza tejas  
(“students Leading 
students,” page 11)
As a house dean in the Lower 
School, a trainer for the Pri-
mary Years Programme of 
the International Baccalaure-
ate and a contributor to IB 
World Magazine, Diego was perfectly positioned to 
write the article in this issue stressing the impor-
tance of leadership traits among even the young-
est ASF students, and about how the Lower School 
goes about developing leadership in its students. “I 
believe in empowering students and helping them 
believe in themselves whether it be to change or 
contribute responsibly to our community,” he says. 
“Students make a difference and they help Lower 
School be a vibrant element of ASF.” 

Dear ASF Community,

Welcome to the holiday season at ASF. Between Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and Hanukkah, and more uniquely ASF occasions like the Golf  Tourna-
ment, Art Fair and the Holiday Bazaar, a sense of  celebration and anticipa-
tion has been in the air for weeks.

Indeed, there’s a lot to be excited about at ASF – not just this holiday sea-
son, but all school year and into the future. In the spirit of  Thanksgiving, I 
think we can all say we’re thankful construction on the first phase of  the Fine 
Arts Center and the Wellness Center will soon be complete, and, in the near 
future, we will be using these fine new facilities. I am also thankful for the 
generosity and hard work of  all the people who have made these new spaces 
possible, and thankful for your patience throughout the process.

You will read much about the Art Fair in this issue. If  you didn’t see it for 
yourself, I assure you it was a grand success as always. The Parent Associa-
tion’s hard work was apparent, and we all look forward to next year, Art Fair 
number 43, when the Ángeles Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts Center will take 
our event to another level.

Performing arts are not to be left aside, of  course. Students of  all ages per-
formed at the Art Fair, singing, dancing and playing instruments. That was 
just a taste of  what is to come. At February’s inauguration of  the Fine Arts 
Center, a new ASF community orchestra will show us all what talented peo-
ple of  all ages and stages can accomplish working together.

The Mary Street Jenkins Wellness Center will also be ready for use shortly, 
and is scheduled for an inauguration of  its own in May. Our coaches, teach-
ers and student-athletes have been more than flexible over the past months, 
sharing limited practice and game space, and giving outstanding performanc-
es at games and competitions. We look forward to providing for them the 
kind of  space they deserve, and a grand event to kick it off, featuring the 
Harlem Ambassadors.

We look forward to seeing you in the new year as ASF continues to move 
into an exciting future.

Happy holidays!

Paul Williams
ExEcutivE DirEctor

F r o m  t H e  e x e c U t i v e  D i r e c t o r

c o n t r i B U t o r s
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on the cover: 
The 42nd Annual Art Fair
Photo by: Marisela Sanabria

Art, art and more art! The theme of  this issue of  Focus is more 
than apparent, with a look at the cover and a flip through the pages. 

The Art Fair, now in its 42nd edition, is a beloved annual event at ASF 
that draws thousands of  people to campus. This year did not disap-
point… but in some ways, the Art Fair is more than one day out of  365 
on our beautiful campus. The Art Fair represents the best of  ASF. It 
shows what the school values the most –community, diversity and excel-
lence in education, including art education.

On the pages that follow, you will read about many different aspects of  
the Art Fair, including the special exhibition (page 18), the Art-to-Art 
auction of  student pieces (page 20), the role of  student clubs at the event 
(page 19) and more. On page 22, you can also read about the Ángeles
Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts Center, soon to be inaugurated on campus,
which is certain to make a big splash in all our future artistic endeavors.
And, on page 29, meet the man who will play a major role in the Fine 
Arts Center’s inauguration celebration in February 2012.

On a related note, Art Fair regular and ASF veteran Adele Goldschmied 
appears on page 21. Read about her place of  honor in a recent ceramics 
show, and the big role she played in advancing arts education at ASF.

Then, on page 32, see how street art has invaded the halls of  the Middle
School, and on page 40, some of  our ECC artists share their impressions
of  endangered animals.

Aside from art, we also have a very useful piece on organization, what it is 
and how to help your kids get it, on page 24. Finally, don’t miss a profile of  
one of our most distinguished alumnae, Katherine Blair, on page 33.

As always, it has been a pleasure working on this issue of  Focus, and 
we are as impressed as ever by the breadth and depth of  talent in this 
community. Thanks to all the members of  our community who give us 
so much good news to cover!

Here’s to a happy holiday season, full of color, creativity and inspiration.

Sloane Starke 
communications coorDinator anD thE Focus EDitorial BoarD

F r o m  t H e  e D i t o r i a L  B o a r D
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The Ideas That Guide Us

In September, the Board of  Trustees and the school’s senior leadership got 
together for a strategic retreat to discuss what we consider important to 
ASF. As we envision the future of  the institution, what should be our guid-
ing principles? What values and ideas have helped ASF educate caring, 

global leaders? The following are some of  the conclusion of  our deliberations. 

The school is recognized for its academic program, which has impacted both cur-
rent leaders and tomorrow’s. It is also known for its democratic educational system, 
with students and parents encouraged to participate in creating their educational 
experience by becoming involved in student government or the Parent Association. 
They are also encouraged to think about and discuss the types of  educational expe-
riences they want to have by selecting appropriate programs. 

ASF’s educational impact goes beyond its walls and reaches the larger commu-
nity. Through our financial aid program, we are able to recruit and retain talented 
families and students regardless of  their financial capabilities. Additionally, the 
academies we impart on campus benefit public school students and their teachers; 
through these, among many other initiatives, our school makes a significant differ-
ence in Mexico. 

The strength of  our programs is based on our talented faculty, Leadership Team 
and staff. It is one of  the Board’s priorities to continue to invest and support train-
ing and development for this essential component. 

The ongoing renovation of  our campus infrastructure will also improve the de-
livery of  the curriculum. Therefore, we will continue to place a special emphasis 
on our campus improvements with the objective of  creating spaces that enhance 
and support academic excellence. It is our conviction that with the opening of  our 
Ángeles Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts Center and the Mary Street Jenkins Wellness 
Center, our students will benefit from enrichment in their education. The modern-
ization of  our campus will allow our teachers to integrate new technologies into 
their teaching and allow for more interactive learning. 

As you know, The American School Foundation is a non-profit institution that is 
tuition driven. It is imperative that we continue to follow conservative fiscal 
policies that will ensure our financial health. At the same 
time, they will allow us to minimize our 
tuition increases without 
sacrificing the quality of  
our programs. 

I encourage you to take a 
tour of  our campus, get in-
volved in our institution and 
see first hand all the exciting 
changes that are happening at 
ASF. Finally, I’d like to take 
the opportunity to wish our 
community a very happy and 
healthy holiday season.

Rosa (Marentes) Pisinger (’87)
chair oF thE asF BoarD oF 

trustEEs

F r o m  t H e  B o a r D  o F  t r U s t e e s
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HoUse FUn

Lower School’s House 
Fun Day brought around 
300 people to campus on 
September 24 for arts and 
crafts, games, races and a 
picnic lunch. Congratula-
tions to Cummings, the win-
ning house, which brought 
in 42 points in the friendly, 
yearlong competition be-
tween houses.

ASF welcomes some 60 new students to the Upper School each 
year, making it a challenge to help them integrate into the school. 
So one of the highlights of the beginning of a new school year 
is always the new student retreat to Veracruz. There is nothing 
scarier than entering a new school (and often a new country as 
well) during high school, and the new student retreat is an excel-
lent way to ease that transition. It’s a three-day trip that includes 
not only new students but also Student Council members, teach-
ers and “Links.” Links are returning ASF students who volunteer 
to help newcomers meet other students and adjust (being new 
myself last year, I learned to appreciate the extensive Link organi-
zation and the efforts ASF students make to welcome newcomers).

On the retreat, everyone was there to make the new students 
feel welcome and make friends. No one was afraid to let go and 

have fun, and that helped the new students feel relaxed and open 
up. Of course, everyone felt a little uncomfortable and awkward 
at first. Who wouldn’t, entering a new school? After just a day, 
though, everyone felt as though they had known each other for 
years and began to really enjoy the silly games we played, which 
ranged from extreme rock paper scissors to jumping over ropes 
and climbing poles. The most popular activities were whitewater 
rafting and zip lining.

The trip was a huge success. Everyone had fun and came away 
with lasting friendships. I see those friendships continue in school, 
even across grade levels. The retreat broke down boundaries 
between old and new students. It was an amazing opportunity to 
make ASF feel like home to those who came from far away. 

—Mai-Lee Picard, 12th grade student

HeLpinG neW stUDents 
FeeL at Home
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tHoUGHts on a tUrtLe trip

An annual ASF voluntary learning event is a visit to a Oaxaca beach to study sea turtles first-hand, work 
together with students from a local school and engage in ecology-oriented activities. Two members of 
the Ecology Club, juniors Ximena Olvares and Alexia Alcocer, made the trip in October under the guid-
ance of UNAM social studies teacher Luis Cárdenas and share their observations here.

The turtle trip was a rewarding experience in terms of recreation, ecology and community service. It al-
lowed us to get to know the community members, as well as ourselves, since working together and bonding 
are inevitable. Spending time with the children from the local school was a highly personal experience, and the 
smiles on the kids’ faces when they received school supplies is an image that will stay with us forever.

When performing community service, the Ecology Club members had to get down to work digging 
holes and planting seeds. We learned the proper way to form a concave shape in the soil for the plant so 
that water would be stored there. We also released baby sea turtles at the beach. That was a unique ex-
perience, in which we all enjoyed seeing which turtle was the fastest. It also provided us with knowledge 
and consciousness of the importance of these creatures and the need to protect them. 

Finally, recreational activities — swimming with turtles, walking through mountains to watch the sunset, 
snorkeling and cliff jumping — gave us a glimpse of the beauty that Oaxaca beaches offer. Overall, the turtle 
trip gave us a new perspective on the hard work involved in planting crops, the benefits poor communities 
receive from tourism, the importance of protecting endangered species and the natural beauty of Mexico.

tHe enGLisH Book Fair  
expanDs, sUcceeDs

Students, parents and teachers bought 
more than 3,200 books at the Parent 
Association’s annual English Book Fair in 
early October. This was the first year the 
fair included titles for Upper School-age 
students, and it was a big success. The 
PA thanks its many volunteers and the 
bookstore Libros Libros Libros for its 
help in organizing the fair. The PA will 
use funds from the book sale for schol-
arships and other important projects.

an asF mom stanDs Up For consUmers

ASF mom Adriana Labardini received a great honor this 
fall, as first runner-up for the UBS Visionaris Social Entre-
preneurship Award. Labardini, mother of Alonso Madrazo 
(’11), Javier Madrazo (a current ASF student) and Diego 
Madrazo, co-founded Alconsumidor, A.C. with Danny Ger-
shenson (’76). Alconsumidor is a non-profit which aims to 
help Mexican consumers, especially with services such as 
telecommunications and utilities. Labardini used to work 
as a lawyer specializing in telecommunications, which is 
when she says she realized how “defenseless” Mexican 
consumers are.

Labardini’s aim is for Alconsumidor to be to Mexico 
what Public Citizen or Consumers Union has been for 
the United States, and she believes more public interest 
lawyers are necessary to protect consumers. “Through a 
class action system, we are trying to promote broad ac-
cess to justice for consumers,” she says. “We are working 
intensively with government and corporations for fairer 
practices and more efficient regulation of contracts, com-
mercial policies and quality in goods and services. We are 
also trying to fight monopolies and companies hindering 
fair competition.”

Labardini encourages ASF students to take the initia-
tive to change things in Mexico, whether it’s through busi-
ness, government, law or other areas. To learn more, visit 
http://www.alconsumidor.org. 

Adriana Labardini at the awards ceremony with her sons Diego Madrazo (left) and Alonso Madrazo (’11), and 
brother Bosco Labardini (far right).
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a BreaktHroUGH For DeBaters

Two ASF debaters participated with Team Mexico in the 2011 World Schools 
Debating Championship last August in Dundee, Scotland. ASF debate captain 
Nicholas Ferezin describes his and Miguel Raz-Guzmán’s experience:

There were three feelings I believe every member of Team Mexico 
experienced as the World Schools Debating Championship progressed. 
The first was a feeling of uncanny excitement about the opportunity to 
participate in the tournament, as well as the honor of representing Mexico 
at the international level. The second was the challenge of being the iconic 
underdog, the lowest seed of the 16 nations to advance to final elimination 
rounds. We thought of ourselves as an underestimated team that would 
later turn out to be a true threat. They would never see us coming!

The third feeling was the first two feelings — excitement and challenge 
— transformed into a burden. We knew that this was a great moment for 
Mexico. From this point on, we were writing Mexican debate history, doing 
something that had not been done before. It was a burden we had wished 
for but a burden nonetheless.

Sadly, we lost to England, the top seed. However I do not regret my 
words on the night we broke into the elimination rounds when I was asked 
to comment on our upcoming match. I responded, “We look forward to 
beating them tomorrow.” Team Mexico is still looking forward, this time to 
next year’s world championships in Cape Town, South Africa. Our new goal 
is to experience a fourth feeling — the feeling of ultimate victory.

asF as a FUtUre oFFiciaL Green scHooL

ASF has entered a certification program sponsored by the Mexican
Environment (SEMARNAT) and Public Education (SEP) Secretariats, 
whose aim is to recognize efforts towards environmental sustainability. 
This program also promotes the development of activities within our 
school aimed at improving our current practices and reducing our en-
vironmental impact. There are five areas we must look at: environmen-
tal education, solid waste management, efficient water use, efficient 
electricity use and community action.

If we meet standards in the first four areas, we will be designated 
as an Escuela Verde (Green School). If we meet standards in all five 
areas, we will be an Escuela Líder Ambiental (Leading Environmental 
School). In order to be certified as an Green School by the end of 
the 2011-2012 school year, ASF has formed a committee of teachers, 
administrators, parents and students. 

The certification process has two phases: an environmental review, 
during which we evaluate our current status in each area, and an envi-
ronmental action plan, when we will determine the projects, activities 
and programs to be implemented by the whole community. 

ASF’s ecological footprint is large. We produce an average of 750 kg 
of trash daily and make almost 3 million paper copies per year! At the 
same time, students, faculty and staff bring recyclables to campus every 
day, and the oldest tree on campus is 200 years old. If you would like to 
get involved in helping us do even better, e-mail alanizj@asf.edu.mx.

—Carlos Alaniz, ASF Sustainability Committee

BLenDinG tecHnoLoGy anD LearninG

Should Moodle, the open source Learning Management System used at ASF, be 
more than just a classroom bulletin board? Yes, said Michelle Moore, a keynote 
speaker at the September 23-25 ASOMEX Technology and Library Conference 
2011, hosted by ASF. Instead, the educator suggested, Moodle should be used to 
create a true blended learning environment where student collaboration takes 
place and the instructional focus shifts from information sharing to understanding.

Another keynoter, Marco Torres, urged educators to make their classrooms 
more creative and innovative places, where students can take the stage, make 
a studio recording or take part in a global community.

More than 100 participants attended cohorts and workshops at the confer-
ence, with titles including “Use Your Noodle —Base Your Classroom in Moodle,” 
“Building a Connected Learning Community Toolbox,” and “Taking the Text Out 
of the Textbook.” —Tracy Miller, Center for Teaching Excellence Coordinator
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eL Grito, ms-styLe

As every year, students from ECC through Upper School celebrated 
Mexican independence in September with their own versions of El Grito. 
This year, Middle Schoolers enjoyed a special Grito concert by musician 
Aldo García, accompanied by selected Middle School percussionists.

a BUsy Week oF FUn, FooD anD LearninG
For FiFtH GraDers in a pUeBLa BiospHere

Fifth graders attended a weeklong camp in the nearby state of Puebla 
in October, staying at the Casa Cantarranas in the town of Tehuacán. 
The program was called The Tehuacán-Cuicatlán Biosphere —People, 
Ecology and Biodiversity. The emphasis was on education, with visits to 
the Peñafiel Museum, the Community Paleontology Museum, the Hall 
of Women Artisans of San Juan Raya, a cloud forest, the Doctora Helia 
Bravo Hollis Botanical Garden and a traditional market.

What did the kids think of the experience? Here are some of their 
comments:

“Camp was great! There were a lot of spiders on trees, even in the des-
erts! We went to a water factory. It was a lot of fun. I learned so much 

at camp!” —Laco Yamanaka

“We learned about the plants in a semi-desert and the typical food of 
Tehuacán was mole de caderas.” —Valeria Matta

“If you hug a planta de elefante it will give you good energy.”  
—Víctor Hernández

costUmes, aLtars markeD HaLLoWeen, 
Día De Los mUertos on tHe asF campUs

ASF students (and employees) of all ages celebrated Halloween and Día de los 
Muertos on campus over several days at the end of October and the first day 
of November. In the ECC, parents joined costumed kids for trick-or-treating 
and fun activities in the classroom, while in Middle School, a Friday night 
dance was the main attraction. Altars appeared around campus, especially in 
the halls of Lower School (as seen below) and in Founders Garden, where a 
tribute to the late US counselor Elena Reyes was created. (See page 39.)

Get reaDy For GranDparents  
anD GranDFrienDs Day

ECC students will celebrate their love and friendship with the older adults in 
their lives on February 14, 2012 when grandparents and other grandfriends are 
invited to spend the morning with the children at the ECC. Stay tuned to the 
web site for more information... and save the date!



9

WiLkommen, BienvenUe, WeLcome!

The PA Welcome Picnic marked the end of summer and start of the school year on Saturday, August 27. Bounce houses, sports, face-painting and some 
impromptu karaoke provided entertainment for the kids, while parents, teachers and staff enjoyed catching up with each other over the picnic tables. 
For the first time, the Alumni Bowl (see page 34) took place the same day, and many families went back and forth between the picnic and the game.

asF Was WeLL representeD at reGionaL eDUcators’ conFerence 

A number of ASF teachers and administrators traveled to Panama City in 
October to attend the Tri-Association’s 30th Annual Educators’ Conference, which 
brought together staff members from various international schools in Mexico, 
Central America, Colombia and the Caribbean. With a focus on “Moving Forward 
with 21st Century Skills,” education professionals shared research and experi-
ence on such topics as brain development, psychology, technology, special 
education, behavior management and bullying. 

Some highlights: Barbara Morgan, NASA’s first educator/astronaut, talked 
about her experience traveling into outer space. Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs, presi-
dent of Curriculum Designers, Inc. and a highly respected education expert, 
spoke about integrating technology into the classroom. ASF Middle School 
teacher Hugo Salcedo offered a well-attended presentation on discipline. 

“The conference left me with many fresh and creative ideas to share and 
implement with my students and peers,” said ASF Services for Academic 
Success teacher Vicky Solórzano. “It was also a great reminder that, as edu-
cators, we not only play a primary role in the academic development of our 
students, but also have the opportunity to touch their lives in many ways.” 

tHe Great oUtDoors

There were a number of changes implemented during 
this year’s 9th grade Outdoor Education, which took place 
from October 10 through 13 in Valle de Bravo in the State 
of Mexico. For starters, each student was given a journal 
to record his or her adventure and reflections. Also, 
students were divided into their Advisory groups, which 
worked very well to extend the Advisory program. The 
smaller groups allowed for tighter bonds to form, and also 
created a faster pace for all of the activities.

The best change, however, was the community service 
component, which a number of students listed as one of 
their favorite parts of the trip. Students went into schools 
and taught neighborhood children English, math and, in 
some cases, ecology. Students also participated in making 
gardens or painting where needed in the community. 

By the end of the outing, the students returned tired 
and ready to enjoy the taquiza and t-shirts. We hope that 
this will be a lasting memory for the whole class.

—Helen Kang, US Student Activities Specialist
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School starts very early in the morning for ECC children. It is often preceded by a long 
bus ride through the problematic streets of  Mexico City. Along with perhaps a struggle 
to get young children out of  bed, those factors often make it difficult to start the morn-
ing with an appropriate, nutritious breakfast.

At the ASF Early Childhood Center, we stress the importance of  a good breakfast for the 
students. Their bodies need the energy for the activity and thinking they do throughout the 
day. Their brains need protein to develop and maintain a healthy nervous system. Proteins are 
fundamental for rapid growth, and a child’s brain grows the most during the first years of  life. 

Research has established the importance of  a regular meal schedule to optimize brain per-
formance. According to Massachusetts General Hospital and the Harvard Medical School, 
elementary school children who participate in a school breakfast program improve their aca-
demic performance and have fewer behavioral problems.

ECC parents, teachers and administrators, using the results of  a recent parent survey, have 
been working together to continue and improve a snack program to help make sure that chil-
dren get enough fuel in their system and start out with a daily brain boost. 

It consists of  small portions in three categories —protein, carbohydrates and a fruit or veg-
etable. The protein might be turkey, cheese, beans, nuts or edamame (soybeans). For carbohy-
drates, we encourage whole wheat bread, whole wheat crackers, tortilla chips and whole wheat 
cereals. The children are also offered fruits or vegetables, such as apples, watermelon, pears, 
peaches, grapes, carrots and celery, among others.

This snack is not meant to replace a nutritious breakfast at home, which can include eggs, 
ham or turkey, a slice of  whole wheat bread, fruit and milk. Nor does it replace the children’s 
daily lunch. 

Rather, the program’s main objective is to offer a small serving of  a low-calorie snack that 
provides food for the brain, as well as a way to socialize with peers and an opportunity to taste 
new foods. Children also learn to make choices, since the snack is voluntary. 

Brain Food
very young children need morning nutrition for energy 
and healthy growth. a new ecc snack program makes sure 
they get it.

By Yolanda Galán (’65), ECC SEP Coordinator 

From the Head of School 

oUr neW 
Hit recorD
An ECC dream has come true.
Luis Betancourt, the ECC 

music teacher, clearly enjoys compos-
ing songs and his talent shines through 
when he integrates familiar songs with 
new rhythms and words. As a result, 
ECC children love their music class and 
participate with great enthusiasm in their 
daily classes and seasonal events. Parents 
have often asked if all these songs could 
be made into a compact disc. 

So we went to work. Teachers got to-
gether with the Institutional Advancement 
Office and members of the technology 
team to assemble a CD of ECC’s favorite 
songs sung by the children at various mu-
sical celebrations over the last two years. 

Other talents were discovered in the 
process. Some of us have always loved 
poetry and have often lamented that 
we do not expose our students to it as 
often as we should. Teachers have great 
memories of their parents, grandparents 
and teachers singing nursery rhymes and 
chanting favorite limericks and children’s 
poems. Couldn’t we include poetry in the 
CD as well?

The answer was yes. Connie Brown, 
our ECC librarian, gathered books of 
poetry and Mr. Luis recorded and added 
background music to volunteer teachers 
reading their favorite poems. 

So poetry and music were blended 
together to make the CD a joy to listen to. 
But there was one more step. Anna Siegal, 
ECC art teacher, got the children organized 
to design a cover for the CD. The children 
drew the turtle from the Turtle Patio with 
children all around it. 

The final product is a wonderful and 
timely keepsake of the good times spent 
in the ECC.

Funds from the purchase of the CD 
(200 pesos apiece) will go to the Annual 
Scholarship Drive. The process of creating 
it, with its teamwork and synergy, was 
so much fun that we are now considering 
recording the best 10 read-aloud stories. 
We will keep you informed. 

Many thanks to everyone who made 
this possible. 

susan olivo
Head of early childhood center

D i v i s i o n s  &  D e p a r t m e n t s  E A R LY  C H I L D H O O D  C E N T E R
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From the Head of School 

trUe Grit
Recently I read an article in the 
New York Times entitled “What 
if the Secret to Success is Failure?” As I was 
reading it, a voice in my head kept saying, 
“This is exactly what I have been talking 
about with teachers, students and families 
here at ASF.” The writer, Paul Tough, was 
able to articulate that there is more to 
education than language, arts and math. 
Success begins with teaching students to be 
resilient and of strong character. 

In this fast-paced world full of iPhones, 
Facebook, virtual learning and instant 
mashed potatoes, it is my sincere hope 
that schools continue to be social places. 
The school environment is where children 
are first exposed to the issues they will 
face as they become independent. Not 
surprisingly, these issues have more to do 
with character than with academics. 

All too often, students think that the 
reason they go to school is to become 
educated and to attend a prestigious col-
lege. What they don’t spend enough time 
considering is what’s behind that. I believe 
Martin Seligman, a psychology professor at 
the University of Pennsylvania, puts it best 
when he defines “the good life” as not just 
happy but also meaningful and fulfilling. 
Cultivating character strengths, he says, is 
the most reliable path to that good life.

But what is character? Can it be taught 
and learned in a school setting? I am 
convinced the answer is an emphatic “yes.” 
But families and the home must play a 
significant role as well. Positive modeling 
needs to be omnipresent in a child’s life for 
character building to be truly successful. 

In the New York Times article, Angela 
Duckworth, an assistant psychology profes-
sor and colleague of Professor Seligman 
at Penn, uses the idiom “grit” to describe 
this desired quality of character. The writer 
Tough explains her view as follows: “People 
who accomplished great things often com-
bined a passion for a single mission with an 
unswerving dedication to achieve the mis-
sion, whatever the obstacles and however 
long it might take.” That, she says, is grit .

So what we are really trying to do here 
at ASF is to encourage children to develop 
and strengthen their grit. We reinforce 
this with our morning meetings, our House 
Council, our Fifth Grade Exhibition, our 
Fourth Grade Operas, on our playgrounds 
and, most directly, in the classroom with 
our inquiry based IB curriculum. 

evan Hunt
Head of Lower school

Leadership takes on different forms —from 
teachers guiding student learning to ad-
ministrators supporting teaching styles. 
Those are common practices at ASF and in 

schools around the world. Often overlooked, how-
ever, is one of  the most effective types of  leadership 
—students leading students. 

Students often have a misconception of  leader-
ship, believing that only teachers can be leaders and 
that administrators are the ultimate voice. Howev-
er, here at ASF, we focus on giving students owner-
ship of  leadership as well. 

At the start of every academic year, House 
Council fever takes hold of our student body. De-
spite a Lower School population of close to 1,000, 
many students dare to take a risk and apply for a 
place on the House Council. Structured around 
our Lower School house system, students create 
an individual campaign identifying areas of op-
portunity in our school and brainstorming ways 
to improve them. 

The election process is vibrant, with students 
gathering by house to listen to candidates’ speech-
es. We want students to feel they are part of  a com-
munity that embraces change, where their efforts 
are noticed. As former fifth-grade House Council 
member Diego Cortes put it: “Sometimes students 
believe only teachers have a say in school, but we 
also have a voice, especially those who take risks to 
help the school culture.” 

As the year progresses, our students become 
ambassadors of  change and help with different ac-
tivities. They manage their student activities fund, 
which they use to bring educational, cultural and 
fun activities to campus during the school year. Our 
students have also been successful at helping with 
ASF’s recycling initiative, with the Annual Schol-
arship Drive and with Mexico’s Red Cross Drive.

Through this leadership opportunity, they em-
bark on a journey to become better communica-
tors, well-balanced leaders and models of global 
citizenship. 

students Leading 
students
young people willing to take a risk can own some of the 
leadership at the Lower school.

D i v i s i o n s  &  D e p a r t m e n t s  L O W E R  S C H O O L

The following article, written by Files and Wright House Dean Diego Zaragoza, originally appeared 
in slightly different form in the January 2011 edition of IB World, the official magazine of the 
International Baccalaureate. 
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By Rebecca Crutchfield, Head of Middle School

D i v i s i o n s  &  D e p a r t m e n t s  M I D D L E  S C H O O L

From the Head of School 

WHat’s GoinG on?
As non-digital natives, we can 
become alarmed at the way 
our kids navigate high-tech 

mobile devices as naturally as breathing. 
Many of us don’t really know what they’re 
doing on those gadgets. So I decided to 
conduct an informal recess survey to see 
how Middle Schoolers use their mobile 
devices and computers. 

When asked how they spend their time 
on-line, the most frequent responses were 
Facebook and chatting. Skype, YouTube 
and music downloading were the next 
most popular ways to spend time on-line. 

Interestingly, younger students said 
they liked to e-mail, while seventh and 
eighth graders tended to say that e-mail 
is out. Younger students also seemed to 
enjoy on-line games more than the older 
respondents, who leaned toward following 
topics on Twitter. 

I was pleasantly surprised that many 
students also mentioned Moodle or Power-
School as places to frequent on-line. 

When asked if their parents had spoken 
to them about their on-line use, almost 
every child said “no,” or “I don’t think so.” 
But when asked if their parents knew what 
they did on-line, most kids said “yes.” That 
implies that with little guidance our kids 
are choosing appropriate on-line uses. 

Still, how can we be sure? Here are some 
tips for talking to teens about safe use: 

•	 Educate yourself. What is Omegle? 
What is StumbleUpon?

•	 Does your child know what infor-
mation to share on-line and with 
whom?

•	 Have you set behavioral expecta-
tions for on-line chatting? 

•	 Should your child send pictures on-
line, or use a picture in a profile? 

•	 Does your child know what to do 
if a conversation on-line becomes 
uncomfortable or inappropriate?

 
Trust your teenager, but arm him or her 

with values and strategies. Don’t put off 
the conversation. Technology is not going 
to wait for us to catch up.

rebecca crutchfield
Head of middle school

On October 7, 2011, the Middle 
School went wireless. That means 
students and teachers can now form 
a Connected Learning Community, 

using mobile devices to improve learning. 
But it’s also important to know what it does 
not mean. 

It does not mean that teachers will focus 
their lesson plans around the question, “How 
will I use a mobile device in my lessons to-
day?” Instead, the relevant question is, “How 
might the students best learn this objective, 

access this material, collaborate and create?” 
In other words, connectivity is now an 

available means, not an end. It is, however, a 
valuable tool. Imagine the difference between 
these two scenarios:

Scenario one: As students enter the class-
room, the teacher directs them to turn in their 
handheld devices until the end of  class. The 
teacher then reads the answers to the home-
work questions and asks if  anyone has a 
question. Nobody does, so directions to copy 
notes from the whiteboard are given. Students 
spend 15 minutes copying notes, and then are 
asked to read from a textbook, while looking 
up vocabulary words in a dictionary. 

After the reading is completed, students 
copy questions from the back of  the book and 
answer them in their notebooks. Toward the 
end of  the period, students write the home-
work assignment in their agendas.

Scenario two: Students enter the classroom 

and begin checking their homework with their 
table groups as they send questions to the 
teacher via mobile devices. The teacher gath-
ers the questions and forms categories to track 
patterns of  questions and to tailor the day’s 
lesson according to this student feedback.

The students are allowed to record the 
brief  lecture with their devices, then are asked 
to work in small groups to summarize the 
main points while posting questions instanta-
neously on the class blog. Groups then begin 
responding to each other’s doubts and adding 

to the questions thread through the blog com-
ments. The teacher circulates and facilitates 
discussion and prompts further inquiry.

The teacher refers students to various texts, 
including pre-selected on-line sources, books 
and articles, in order to address the topics that 
came up during the previous conversations 
and blog comments. 

Finally, the students add this class’ home-
work assignment to their digital agenda, 
which also helps them with reminder alarms 
and with balancing their other class assign-
ments with personal agenda items. 

Clearly, the second scenario offers advan-
tages for both the digital natives (the students) 
and for educators (often digital immigrants). 
For many, this kind of  connectivity requires a 
massive shift in thinking. But mobile devices 
have already revolutionized communication 
and globalization, and it makes sense to take 
advantage of  their educational potential. 

Going mobile
connectivity in the middle school is turning mobile devices 
from gadgets into a gold mine of educational opportunity.
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From the Head of School 

in WitH tHe neW
We are heading toward the end 
of the first semester. At this 
point, our “new” students and teach-
ers are feeling a bit less new. They have 
settled into life at ASF and in Mexico City. 
While transitions are always unsettling, 
they can be liberating as well.

The new students reported having an 
excellent time on their trip to Veracruz 
(see page 5). They learned each other’s 
names, something about Mexican cuisine 
and some new sports, like whitewater raft-
ing. And here in the classroom, they have 
carried those bonds in new directions.

With the faculty, the same sort of cohe-
sion has occurred. After early days of fur-
niture shopping and group trips to Costco, 
everyone has gotten into their groove. The 
focus is on preparing for classes and get-
ting the most out of life in Mexico City.

So now we look forward to the second 
semester. We are especially excited about 
the new facilities coming to our campus 
—the new Wellness Center and the new 
Fine Arts Center. I’ll mention just one 
example of what these new facilities will 
mean to us. Our Drama Club, made up 
of both Middle School and Upper School 
students, will be performing their annual 
musical, Beauty and the Beast, in the new 
theater. I hope to see you there. 

amy Gallie
Head of Upper school

Every two weeks or so, all eight Upper 
School mathematics teachers gather in a 
room to talk math. More specifically, they 
talk about teaching math. That means they 

share information and observations that will make 
each individual teacher more successful in the 
classroom, while helping to further the excellence 
of  the math department as a whole.

In short, they’re collaborating.
Collaboration may sound like an obvious 

activity for colleagues in the same institution to 
pursue, but it’s not always the case. “I’ve taught at 
schools where the approach is ‘Here’s your book, 
here’s your classroom, good luck, see you in June,’” 
says Jeffrey Loomis, a geometry teacher.

At ASF, however, the collaborative approach is 
firmly established. And it’s advancing further under 
new department head David Kitchin, a true believer in 
collaboration. “Everyone here works collaboratively,” 
he says. “It’s a culture that is part of our math 
department. It’s something we all want to do.”

What does it mean for a math department to 
work collaboratively? And why is it a good thing? 

At its most basic, it means a free flow of ideas. 
“You can be the best teacher in the school, but there 
are still going to be others with ideas and techniques 
that you may never have thought of,” Mr. Kitchin says. 
“Working collaboratively, you have your colleagues as 
a resource, and you’re a resource for them as well.”

That free flow of  ideas especially helps recently 
arrived instructors as they adapt to the ASF way of  

doing things. “It’s a way to mentor new teachers 
and make sure they’re on the same page as 
everybody else,” Mr. Kitchin says. 

But collaboration in the Upper School math 
department works more formally than simply 
sharing tricks of  the trade. At the beginning of  the 
school year, as well as during those semi-weekly 
common planning periods, the math faculty is busy 
poking and tweaking the lesson plans to make sure 
that any two teachers of  the same subject are offering 
the same material at more or less the same pace.

That equivalence is perhaps more important in 
math than in some other subjects. “Say a kid in ninth 
grade English reads Lord of  the Flies instead of  To Kill 
a Mockingbird,” Mr. Loomis says by way of  example. 
“Will that affect his tenth grade English the next 
year? Probably not. But if  one Algebra 1 teacher hits 
systems of  equations really hard and another slides 
over it, that’s going to have a dramatic effect.”

It isn’t just teachers of  the same subject who 
need to collaborate. Collaboration also works 
vertically. “As an Algebra 2 teacher, I have a vested 
interest in what kids are doing in Geometry 1 
because I’m going to have a lot of  them in my class 
next year,” Mr. Kitchin says.

Upper School math also uses common assessments, 
meaning each major test is basically the same for every 
class in the same subject. An immediate advantage 
of common assessments is that one teacher can write 
the exam for all the classes. Sharing the exam-writing 
workload ups the quality of the material. 

collaboration 
cultivation
students may not be aware of it, but the Upper school math 
teachers are working feverishly behind the scenes to make 
sure the instruction they’re giving is the best it can be. 
By Kelly Arthur Garrett, ASF Parent 

Math department head David Kitchin (left) talks shop with teachers Carmela Oteyza and Jeffrey Loomis.

Common assessments benefit from 
collaboration because they require a common 
grading strategy. Not only is that the fairest way to 
go about things, it’s mandated by the International 
Baccalaureate program, to which ASF adheres. 
“We have to send samples to the IB people,” 
says math teacher Carmela Oteyza. “If  there’s 
variation, they want to know what’s going on. So 
we have to sit down and make sure we’re grading 
the same way.”

Combining common assessments with intra-
department collaboration provides an assessment 
tool for fine-tuning teaching methods on the fly. To 
give an exaggerated (and therefore unlikely) example, 
let’s say every student in teacher A’s Geometry 1 
class gets question 10 right, and every student in 
teacher B’s class gets it wrong. Clearly, teacher B 
would benefit from a tête-à-tête with teacher A. 

And so would his or her students. At the end 
of  the day, teacher collaboration is really all about 
the students. “The primary purpose of  working 
collaboratively isn’t to make life easier for teachers,” 
Mr. Kitchin says. “It’s to help students.” 
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Gesture of patience

D i v i s i o n s  &  D e p a r t m e n t s  T H E  A R T S

From the Visual Arts Coordinator

oFF anD HUmminG
The Performing Arts Depart-
ment is off and humming. 
Enrollment is up in all band, 

choir and drama classes in both the Middle 
School and Upper School. New instruments, 
risers and sheet music are already in use. 
And excellent new teachers are on board.

One of the new teachers is a familiar 
face. Mark Webber has joined the Perform-
ing Arts Department to share his skills and 
talents in Upper School drama classes. And 
newly hired for the 2011-2012 school year, 
from New Jersey and San Diego, respec-
tively, are Joe Edwards and Zaire de la 
Cerda, both with Lower School. 

Along with Olivia Maekawa, these two 
new Lower School teachers will be con-
ducting three new ensemble groups in the 
spring semester: musical theater, chorus 
and violin. And I hear there might be a 
beginning band in the future for fourth 
and fifth graders. If you are interested in 
having your son or daughter participate 
in one or more of these ensembles, please 
contact Evan Hunt, head of Lower School. 

At the Upper School, the jazz band and 
vocal ensembles are in full swing, prepar-
ing a full program of jazz music. Watch the 
calendar for that, as well as for the hand-
bells and guitar concert directed by Larry 
Tharp, the Lower School musical Aristocats 
and the Upper School musical Beauty and 
the Beast, produced by Rosana Cesarman 
and Michele Rohyans. There will also be 
one-act plays directed by Mr. Webber and 
Ms. Cesarman, as well as developing musi-
cal stories from Early Childhood Center 
music teacher Luis Betancourt.

And coming up very soon, on December 
15, is the Winter Performing Arts Show-
case, a terrific concert by Middle School 
students directed by Ms. Rohyans (choir), 
Ms. Cesarman (drama) and me (band). 
You’ll hear Middle School band students 
perform on their new saxophones, flutes, 
clarinets and trumpets. You’ll hear the 
choir students sing selections from 
Journey and All That Jazz. And you’ll see 
drama students performing skits and 
monologues.

I hope to see you on December 15 and 
for all the performances that follow. I 
promise you, you will be amazed!

Dr. Deborah Lawrence
k-12 performing arts coordinator 

Last winter, I got an e-mail from Cynthia DeLong, ASF’s chief  administration and finance 
officer, about a big tree that had to be chopped down because it was diseased and too close 
to the new third floor of  the remodeled Upper School building. She asked me if  there was 
any interest on the part of  the art students and teachers in doing something with it.

So my students took a look. What they saw was a piece of  wood some four meters high. 
They also saw an exciting challenge. For the seniors especially, it seemed to offer a way to leave 
their mark here at ASF.

And of  course, the idea of  working with sharp tools had its appeal for the students. I’m 
a ceramic artist, and I confess the potential danger of  the equipment that would be used to 
sculpt the wood concerned me at first. But there are clear safety guidelines for projects like this. 
By following them, and donning our goggles and gloves,  
we were ready to let the fun begin.

However, we still needed to find someone with 
expertise and experience with large wooden sculp-
tures. The artist who came to mind was Artemio 
Morales Hintze, one of  Mexico’s most renowned 
wood carvers. He had visited the IB Visual Arts 
class earlier, so we invited him to help us with his 
expertise in the field. (You can see his work at 
http://artemiomoraleshintze.blogspot.com.)

After checking out some of  Artemio’s sculp-
tures for inspiration, we started the creative pro-
cess, the initial stage of  which usually happens 
with pencil on paper. Students sketched their ideas 
individually. Then we laid them all out on the table 
and it became immediately clear that there were 
two distinct visual movements in play — abstract 
and figurative. 

Two students’ sketches were then democrati-
cally selected. One was by Ana Segovia, with her 
particular way of  creating elongated and expres-
sive faces. The other came from Elías Kalach, 
with his geometric and almost minimalistic pat-
tern.

As a class, we agreed that we could merge the 
two designs. We then created a clay scale model. 
Once everybody was satisfied, we proceeded di-
rectly to the tree to draw the design on it. 

The next couple of  months were intense, as 
we began carving the tree. It was wonderful that 
the ASF community was able to see the pro-
cess. It was also wonderful that people passing 
by gave us compliments.

The title “Gesture of  Patience” came to us 
because we liked the gesture in the face and the 
fist, and because it takes considerable patience 
to create a finished sculpture out of  a tree.

The IB art students feel that the sculpture 
sends a message that anything is possible if  
you put your best effort into it and work togeth-
er toward a finished project. The class is proud 
of  having the sculpture as permanent public art 
on campus. 

asF has a new face on campus, a huge wooden face. 
By Leonardo Trías, Art Teacher
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Who’s Who in the pa
Looking for a friendly face in the parent association?

D i v i s i o n s  &  D e p a r t m e n t s  P A R E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N

From the President 

soWinG seeDs
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
I love that proverb, and it has moved me to participate as much as I can in the childhood and adolescence of our children. 
If we in the Parent Association can sow some of the seeds that will help all ASF students choose a positive, creative path in 
life that leads to being successful men and women, we will have achieved a great part of our purpose.
Toward that end, the Parent Association has planned an abundance of activities to reinforce students’ interest and joy in the 
arts, their appreciation of books and their involvement in the wellness of the world’s environment. 

Hand in hand with our children’s teachers, we parents have the privilege to participate actively and deeply in the ASF community, helping the 
school fulfill its mission. It is the Parent Association’s goal to make the most of this opportunity.
So I would like to invite all ASF parents to participate. Believe me, it is a great privilege.

alma rosa rodríguez
parent association president

Members of the PA’s Executive Board —the president, vice president, treasurer, assistant treasurer, secretary and 
parliamentarian— work together as a team. Dozens of parents volunteer in each division, from the ECC and Lower 
School homeroom parents to the grade-level coordinators in Middle School and Upper School. The division repre-
sentatives listed below serve as a liaison between those volunteers and the head of school, staff and the PA Board. 
Along with many other volunteers, they organize the Art Fair, English Book Fair, Spanish Book Fair, Used Book Fair, 
ASF Goes to La Feria, Turn Off Your Screen Go Green Week, hospitality for school events and much more. 

presiDent: 
Alma Rosa Rodríguez

vice presiDent: 
Lillian Toro

treasUrer: 
Paola Gentili Besa

assistant treasUrer: Margarita Orozco

secretary: 
Helga Mendoza (’91)

parLiamentarian: 
Blanca Santacruz

earLy 
cHiLDHooD  

center 
representatives: 

Lucy Castillo
Marissa Russell (’92)

Vero Aguilar (’92)

LoWer scHooL  
representatives: 
Mariana Ayestarán

Liz Franco (’95)
Martha Eugenia 

Gutiérrez (’93)

miDDLe scHooL  
representatives: 

Christina Moguel
Adriana Ríos
Jackie Tanus
Anaisa Abad

Ana Cecilia Santamaría
Ana Paula Alaniz

Upper scHooL 
representatives: 

Juanita Dadoo
Sandra Woroszylski (’85) 

(Not pictured)
Kristen Baudoin  
(Not pictured)

neW FamiLy coorDinator: 
Karen Marquez

UseD Book Fair coorDinator: 
Adriana Cortina

enGLisH Book Fair coorDinator:
Lourdes Zebadúa (’87) (Not pictured)

pa oFFice manaGer: 
Salma Padrelín 
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What’s the most popular sport on 
the ASF campus? The answer is 
the same as it would be at pretty 
much every other school across 

Mexico: soccer.
And it’s not even close. More then 430 

ASF students —girls and boys— participate 
in the various school soccer programs across 
all grade levels. Many more were put on wait-
ing lists for sheer lack of  space.

Fueling this huge and growing popular-
ity is a virtual soccer renaissance on cam-
pus over the last year. A number of  factors 
have come together for this to happen. One 
is the support of  the administration to move 
the program ahead. Another is the arrival of  
Coach Matt Macinnes to head up the soccer 
program. A third is the decision to contract 
with a prestigious outside soccer coaching 
service so there would be enough qualified 
coaches available to work with the students 
who want to play and develop.

The effects of the skyrocketing interest in or-
ganized soccer can be seen at all levels. For ex-
ample, there is now intense competition to make 
the varsity team, which plays a highly challeng-
ing schedule against the best local teams as well 
as other top-level schools from the Association 
of American Schools in Mexico (ASOMEX).

But the truest reflection of  the soccer re-
naissance at ASF is the wildly successful 
Lower School program. Unlike the higher 
levels, organized soccer for Lower School 
students is run through the Extended Learn-
ing department, which means that a fee is re-
quired. But that didn’t stop hundreds of  LS 
parents from lining up at the beginning of  the 
school year to register their youngsters for 
after-school soccer.

The focus at this level, of  course, is on per-
formance and learning, not results in terms 
of  winning and losing. And the play itself  is 
developmentally appropriate, with a much 
smaller than standard field and goal. 

But the kids (even first graders) do play 
actual games, both intramurally and against 
teams from outside ASF. Split into many 
teams (coed in grades one and two), they play 
5 vs. 5 or 6 vs. 6 against equivalent squads 
from Northridge, West Ham Academy, Win-
penny and other schools in the Coerver Cup.

ASF hosts all these friendship games, with 
several taking place simultaneously on the Mid-
dle School and Upper School fields. Hundreds 
of parents and other spectators are always on 
hand. It is quite a spectacle, and also a gratify-
ing reminder of what organized sports can con-
tribute to young people’s development. 

D i v i s i o n s  &  D e p a r t m e n t s  A T H L E T I C S  &  E X T E N D E D  L E A R N I N G

From the Head of Athletics & 

Extended Learning

WeLcome
This year we welcome a new 
Coordinator of Extended 

Learning. Juan De Luca comes to our 
division with a wealth of experience in the 
school. His leadership and skills have been 
a valuable addition and we feel that Juan 
will take the program to new heights.

In fact, both the Extended Learning and 
Athletics programs have begun the 2011-12 
school year with great optimism and have 
enjoyed tremendous in the months that 
have gone by. From my perspective our 
division is well organized and offers high 
quality instruction in all of our programs. 

The coming of the Mary Street Jenkins 
Wellness Center and the Ángeles Espinosa 
Yglesias Fine Arts Center will have a 
positive effect on our programs and we 
look forward to their openings. 

Please see the catalog on the ASF web site 
for information about all of our programs in 
Athletics and Extended Learning.

robert Wilson
Head of athletics & extended Learning

a soccer renaissance

From the Coordinator

skiLLs anD aBiLities
I’m happy to say that these 
are exciting times in what we 
like to call the “fifth division,” 

where children can develop their skills in 
what they love to do the most. 

For example, it’s great to see how the 
musical theater class has worked to have 
Disney’s Aristocats ready to perform in 
December. This gifted group of third- to 
fifth-graders has demonstrated outstanding 
dedication to the performing arts. They have 
proved that something great can come out 
when you put your heart into it. 

Nearly 100 girls and boys are registered 
in our gymnastics program, making it one 
of the most popular choices. Starting in ECC, 
children acquire abilities such as flexibility, 
strength, concentration and discipline. After 
a few years of practice, they are ready to 
compete against other schools. Join us for the 
gymnastics competition, also in December, to 
see some of ASF’s incredible talent.

Juan de Luca
 extended Learning coordinator

asF has expanded its soccer program, and a huge number 
of students at all levels are taking advantage. 

A solid stable of quality contracted coaches has given the ASF soccer program a big boost.
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a Homecoming 
Game for the ages

The ASF running program has had a 
successful year, and has seen tremen-
dous growth from previous years. 
The ASF running group is open to 

students between grades 5 and 12, and all 
ages run together. Here’s how it works:

On Mondays and Wednesdays, the 
students meet at the ASF track and do 
stretching, strength and some speed run-
ning, as well as short distances. Coach 
Víctor Gómez leads the exercises on these 
days and he has been successful enlisting 
student leaders such as Andrés Sánchez 
and Rafael Ramos to lead exercises. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the ASF 
runners get on the bus with Guy Cheney, 
who heads the program, and take the 
short trip over to the “sope” in Chapulte-
pec Park. The sope is a well-maintained, 
enclosed two-kilometer running track with 
changes in elevation. The ASF runners use 
this for longer runs. 

The ASF running group takes students 
at all levels of  experience. There are those 
who run competitively in half-marathons 
and there are students who are working to 
complete a 5K walk. 

The goal of  the ASF running program 
is to offer something to almost everybody, 
and the variety offered has been success-
ful: On average 20 runners are coming out 
each day to get fit and healthy. 

off and running
the asF running program 
accepts students at all levels 
of experience. 

This year’s homecoming game was one of  the most exciting games in ASF history. 
On October 21, ASF faced Universidad Madero, from Puebla, in a contest of  two 
of  the strongest teams in the league. Although we fell 42-41 in triple overtime, the 
ASF community was treated to a thriller and one for the ages. Coming back from a 

21-point deficit, ASF was in position to win in overtime. But the Puebla team pulled out a 
victory with a surprise two-point conversion on the last play of  the game. It was the kind of  
contest where neither team deserved to lose. Despite the outcome, our team gave us some 
great memories we will cherish. Thank you to our ASF football team for a competitive and 
fine game on this special night. And thank you to the fans and supporters who turned out 
to cheer the team on. See you next time! 

A solid stable of quality contracted coaches has given the ASF soccer program a big boost.
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The annual Art Fair that took place on 
campus on November 12 was, like the 
41 that came before it, a larger-than-
life demonstration of  much of  what 

ASF stands for —creativity, outreach, volun-
teerism and a global perspective.

At the same time, it was (as usual) a mag-
nificent exposition of  art, one of  the premier 
annual cultural events in Mexico, attracting 
somewhere around 5,000 buyers, sellers, cre-
ators, students and admirers of  art. 

The works on display were created by stu-
dents, teachers, community artists and a veri-
table who’s who of  the great Mexican artists 

of  the 20th century, from Siqueiros to Fran-
cisco Toledo, from Orozco to Alice Rahon, 
from Dr. Atl to Juan O’Gorman.

But most of  all, it was a celebration of  
culture and community. It was a chance for 
the entire ASF community to welcome visi-
tors from all walks of  life and get together on 
a pleasant autumn day to enjoy the fruits of  
their efforts. The campus was alive with color, 
music, food, games and good will.

the artist of the year
Visitors quickly got a good idea of  the kind 
of  experience the Art Fair offers as they came 

across the special displays in the grassy area 
just inside the main entrance to the school. 
Here they found the fair’s Artist of  the Year 
Gosbinda Vizarretea (’11), the recent ASF 
grad whose highly original photographs were 
a center of  attention. 

Like many young feminists today, Ms. 
Vizarretea approaches make-up and provoca-
tive attire not as outdated stereotypes of  sup-
pression but tools of  self-expression and lib-
eration. Significantly, she went out of  her way 
to thank her models after she was introduced 
by ASF Executive Director Paul Williams and 
Visual Arts Coordinator Pat Patterson as the 

Behind the scenes at the 
42nd annual asF art Fair

always one of the premier events on the mexico city cultural calendar, this year’s fair 
featured works from students, teachers, recent graduates, professionals and many of 

the legends in mexican art history. 

By Kelly Arthur Garrett, ASF Parent
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order in the court!

One annual Art Fair attraction that always draws a crowd is 
the food court. This year, the area was hopping all day and 
packed around lunchtime.

The Art Fair food court is more than a place to stop for lunch, 
though. Newbies will quickly notice the food stands bear unusual 
labels like “Ecology Club” and “Literary Magazine.” That’s because 
nearly all the food for sale is provided by student organizations.

Many Upper School student clubs see the Art Fair as their big-
gest fundraising opportunity of the year, and a chance to increase 
the budget provided through student activity fees. “[The school] 
gives you a fund for each club and you can make more money,” 
Camila Medele said. Representing Hogar Dulce Hogar, a club de-
voted to helping children in an orphanage, Camila and other club 
members were selling cookies, cupcakes and other sweets, many 
of them homemade.

Year in and year out, the Asian Club is a favorite, offering 
dishes such as noodles, sushi, spring rolls and dumplings. The 
secret to their success? Sofía Moon, president of the Asian Club, 
attributed it to scarcity. “Asian food is really rare in Mexico, so 
it’s a good opportunity to get to eat Asian food,” she said. Where 
does it all come from? She says the Asian parents are called on 
to provide the dishes. “We bring a lot of food, because we always 
run out!” The Asian Club uses the money raised for cultural activi-
ties or other events, and occasionally donate it back to ASF.

Rosa de la Torre, a club that helps blind girls, sold snacks such 
as chips and peanuts. And they knew their market well. “We most-
ly sell to little kids,” Cristina Trejo said, calling sales “really good” 
this year. Their strategy was simple. “Our goal is just basically to 
sell everything and see what we have,” junior Mariana Calvo said.

Sometimes a club’s success is a diner’s loss. The most popular 
cuisine often sells out, although this year, the Parent Association 
offered to return booth fees to clubs that were still selling at the 
end of the event. Literary Magazine, another very popular booth, 
sold out early. Fortunately, they were able to send for more of 
their signature cuisine – pizza – and keep selling.

 —Sloane Starke, Communications Coordinator

event’s featured artist. Many of  those models appear in her work with 
exaggerated make-up or highly creative body paint, and posed unusu-
ally. It’s clear they’re collaborators in the work, and not just hired help.

“My pieces aim to trigger readings that are erotic and disconcert-
ing,” says Ms. Vizarretea, now a student at the Parsons New School 
for Deign in New York City. “They intend to inspire women to take 
control over the sensuality of  their bodies.”

A few steps from Gosbinda Vizarretea’s photographs were the 
handcrafted pieces of  Adele Goldschmied, the former ASF art teacher 
and parent whose myriad activities on behalf  of  the school include or-
ganizing the annual Grandparents and Grandfriends Day at the Early 
Childhood Center.

Ms. Goldschmied’s work on display was in the Raku tradition, the 
pottery technique used to create bowls and other ware for Japanese 
tea ceremonies. The pieces she was showing are similar to her larger 
pieces that were recently featured in Mexico City’s Franz Mayer Mu-
seum (see page 21). “I’ve been showing my work at the ASF Art Fair 
for 27 years now,” Ms. Goldschmied says. “I can’t stop now.”

It was also in this area, under the nearly completed Fine Arts Center, 
that Parent Association President Alma Rosa Rodríguez officially opened 
the 42nd Annual ASF Art Fair by snipping at a symbolic ribbon. It’s worth 
remembering that this entire extravaganza is organized by the PA, which 
also provides many of its own volunteers (see page 15). The result of their 
efforts, besides the intrinsic value of the fair itself, is somewhere around a 
million pesos raised for the Annual Scholarship Drive, the Capital Build-
ing Campaign and other ASF projects and needs.

the community artists
Moving on into the garden area around the Lower School, fair visitors 
found themselves in a wonderland of  fascinating art, with more than 
90 community artists offering their work for sale. It’s a revealing indi-
cation of  the prestige of  this event that these artists were willing to pay 
a $3,000-peso fee to get their work into the fair, and competed to do so.

With so many different talents on display, any attempt at summa-
rizing this biggest part of  the fair would be misleading, if  not futile. 
Suffice it to say there was an impressive variety of  paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, jewelry and some antiques, (including a working Victrola), 
as well as art supplies for sale and a coffee garden, which was an espe-
cially welcome attraction to early Saturday morning arrivers (the fair 
ran from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.). 

the 20th century Greats 
The featured exhibit at this year’s Art Fair was housed in the Lower 
School Multipurpose Room, the spacious hall which has been heroical-
ly filling in as the main campus large-event venue as the new Fine Arts 

PA President Alma Rosa Rodríguez and Artist of the Year Gosbinda Vizarretea (’11).
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art to art 
a sUccess, tHanks to stUDents
The ASF community thanks the following 
students for the 40 wonderful works they 
contributed to the Art to Art auction at the 
Art Fair, raising $57,000 pesos for a Fine Arts 
Center we will all enjoy. 
all ecc students.
Ls students: Montserrat Abad, Lucio 
Alanis, Renata Álvarez, Lucía Chávez, 
Sofía Chertoriuski, Daniela Conde, Ana Fer 
Contreras, Luis de la Rosa, 
Paula Ezquerra , Bruno Frías, Isabel Gallardo, 
Regina González, Ana María Guerrero, Iñaki 
Herrera, Marina Martin, Daniella McCausland, 
María Merino, Maye Ohishi, Miranda Popovits, 
Ilana Portman, Isabel Robles, Carlos 
Rodríguez, Alessandra Selerse, Ana Villaseñor
ms students: María Alanis, Casilda Barroso, 
Gisele Chab-Kalach, Hanna Cho, Alejandro Gómez 
Obregón, Daniela Gómez, Silja Kaihilahti, Su Ji 
Kang, Hyeyoon Lee, Nerea Odriozola, Isabella 
Sandoval, Natalie Velarde, Aliyah Warren.
Us students: Álvaro Azcárraga, Bernardo 
Balcazar, Bernardo Berruga, Elizabeth Camp, 
Rodrigo Castañón, Andrés Charvel, Juan 
M. Chávez, Pilar Elizaga, Angela Casandra 
Esteve, Paloma Gaspar, Álvaro Gil, Andrea Gil, 
Benjamín Gómez, Roberto Gómez, Cristobal 
Graña, José Luis Hanhausen, Yael Heiblum, 
Nina Hernández, Yalina Hernández, Héctor 
Ibarzabal,Emma Johnson, Paul Katzman, 
Adriana Kuri, Seung Lee, Beatriz Li, Mayte 
Li, Paola Malo, Ana Martínez, Daniela 
Matos, María Matus, Alfredo Mena, Andrea 
Oberhauser, Marianne Obregón, María-Inés 
Oñate, Jorge Ordorica, Gilberto Pacheco, Su 
Wan Park, Álvaro Perezcano, Lucía Pichardo, 
Natalia Quintero, Carlota Ramos, Valeria 
Rangel, Dominique Ransom, Ana Rodríguez, 
Kitzia Romero de Terreros, Yoshua Rozen, 
Rogelio Salcedo, Hillhamn Salome, Andrea 
Sariñana, Luisa Segura, Enrique Traver, Nicole 
von Mohr, Armando Viveros, Valeria Watson, 
Paul Zarkin.
and many thanks to the following teachers 
for their guidance: Ms. Anna Siegal, Ms. Jeri 
Holley, Mr. Rodrigo Priego, Ms. Lisa Saldaña, 
Ms. Ivette Berentsen (’90), Mr. Alejandro 
Martínez (’00), Ms. Consuelo Novoa, Mr. Leo 
Trías, Ms. Pat Patterson, Mr. Jason Schell.

Center and Wellness Center have been getting 
themselves ready. In fact, it’s likely that by next 
year the featured art exhibit will have taken 
place in four different venues —in 2009 in the 
ASF gallery on the upper floor of  the ramp 
(though several of  Leonora Carrington’s huge 
sculptures were placed around the campus as 
well), in 2010 at the old Upper School Gym 
one last time, this year in the LS Multipurpose 
Room and next year in the new facility.

The Lower School Multipurpose Room 
turned out to be a fine venue for this year’s 
main exhibit, featuring works by Mexican art-
ists of  the 20th century. But it could have been 
held in the underground parking lot and still 
been spectacular. Among the 40-plus featured 
artists whose works were on view (and for 
sale) are names even the most casual observer 
of  Mexican art knows and admires.

In addition to those mentioned above, the 
names included Pedro Coronel, Jean Char-
lot, Mathias Goeritz, Juan Soriano, Alfredo 
Zalce and Francisco Zúñiga.

From Chucho Reyes, the Jaliscan auto-di-
dact who famously claimed “I don’t paint —I 
just mess up paper,” there was a depiction, 
in swirling lines, of  roosters in blue, yellow, 
black and a flat red on Chinese paper. 

Gabriel Figueroa, the great cinematogra-
pher from Mexican film’s golden age and be-
yond, was also a still photographer; his haunt-
ing black-and-white shots displayed at the Art 
Fair brought to mind the exquisitely framed 
scenes of  the American director of  westerns 
John Ford, for whom Figueroa worked as 
cinematographer on “The Fugitive” (1947), 
which was shot entirely in Mexico.

It is clearly a major feat to bring in such 
prestigious art to a school event, but it’s some-
thing the PA pulls off  every year. This time, an 
agreement was reached with Andrés Siegel, 
the prominent Mexico City art dealer in whose 
gallery all the works on display are housed. A 
percentage of  the sales went to the school.

“It’s a very good opportunity for us and for 
the gallery as well,” says Liliana Carvajal, an 
ASF parent who was instrumental in organiz-
ing the exhibit. “And it’s good for the buyers, 
because the prices are special for the event.”

the student Work
As magnificent as the featured exhibit was, 
the display of  ASF student art was just as 

intriguing. Any thoughts visitors may have 
had that a tour through the student exhibit 
would be for encouragement purposes only 
vanished with their initial encounters with 
what young people are capable of. 

Almost immediately, for example, view-
ers in the student section confront a floor 
installation consisting of  clay figures, placed 
on clumps of  dirt. The figures, sharing the 
dirt sometimes with clearly symbolic feet or 
shoes, suggest displacement, and sure enough 
the theme of  the piece is migration. Arrest-
ing in its own right, the piece impresses more 
when we learn it’s a project from a fourth 
grade class. (Fourth grade!) 

The quality of  execution will always vary 
in the case of  student efforts, of  course, but 
the works on display were without exception 
highly creative, often noticeably personal and 
never boring. The imagination level was con-
sistently high. One student brought us skate-
board art, which in this case consisted of  ac-
tual skateboards, with the surface coverings 
partially scraped away to leave images, such 
as the faces of  Martin Luther King, Abraham 
Lincoln and John F. Kennedy.

The youngest fair visitors had the opportuni-
ty to learn some art-making techniques, thanks 
to workshops in the cafeteria area offered by the 
Tamayo Museum and the El Antiguo Colegio 
de San Ildefonso. The San Ildefonso workshop 
was based on the style of Ron Mueck, the Aus-
tralian artist currently on display at the museum. 

Mueck’s stock-in-trade are hyperrealist 
sculptures, often of  faces, bodies and animals 
—amazingly lifelike and not always flattering 
to the depicted living being. And there on the 
outdoor tables were scores of  young children, 
putting the finishing touches on their own 
model of  a Ron Mueck hyperrealist face. Safe 
to say they’ve never had an experience quite 
like that before. 

Finally, the Art Fair volunteers and school 
maintenance staff deserve an extra pat on the 
back this year for seamlessly organizing the 
event around a not-quite-finished Fine Arts Cen-
ter construction site smack in the middle of the 
visitors’ strolling route. Helping turn the distrac-
tion into a positive element was a “graffiti art” 
project organized by art teachers that resulted 
in an otherwise unsightly construction fence 
become display space for student creativity. For 
one day at least, everything at ASF was art. 



the Lure of ceramics

Retired ASF art teacher and former Focus editor Adele Gold-
schmied brought her talents to a wide audience this fall with 
an exhibition at Mexico City’s Museo Franz Mayer. As a 
judge in the “5a Bienal de Cerámica Utilitaria” (5th Biennial 

Exhibition of  Functional Ceramics), Ms. Goldschmied was also in-
vited to show six large pieces of  her own work.

Ms. Goldchmied has been doing ceramics since the 1970s. Although 
she had already worked as an art teacher in the United States, Ms. Gold-
schmied credits a broken-down car with her start as a ceramic artist. 
Having brought a vehicle to Mexico from the U.S., she needed to go 
back to the border every six months to keep her vehicle legal. When the 
car broke down on the way to the border, she found another solution – 
she could keep her car if  she registered as a student. Ms. Goldschmied 
enrolled at the Escuela de Diseño y Artesanías at the Ciudadela, and 
studied there for the next four and a half  years, focusing on ceramics.

In 1983, Ms. Goldschmied came to teach at ASF, where she built 
up the ceramics program, even helping raise money to buy a kiln. (The 
Parent Association paid for half, and she sold popcorn through the art 
room window to pay for the rest.) 

Ms. Goldschmied says ceramics could be an outlet for those stu-
dents who have the idea that because they can’t draw, they can’t do 
art. “All you have to do is tell a child once that something they made is 

not correct, and you’ve destroyed their artistic development,” she says. 
Through clay, she has helped students overcome that negative percep-
tion of  their own abilities.

While she taught and raised a family, Ms. Goldschmied continued 
to find time to create and show her work. She found inspiration in the 
act of  teaching. “When you’re teaching, a lot of  ideas get bounced 
back and forth,” she says. Those ideas brought about many productive 
years in her career.

When she sits down to make something, Ms. Goldschmied just lets 
things flow. “The clay sort of  dictates what happens,” she says. “When 
I lift it off  the board and start manipulating it, it sort of  tells you what 
it wants to do.”

From learning and teaching... to showing and judging. Ms. Gold-
schmied’s most recent undertaking was “wonderful but a lot of  hard 
work,” she says. One of  five judges for the Bienal, she first viewed a 
DVD of  all the submissions – more than 400 pieces, with three photos 
of  each piece, from different angles. The judges met for three days, nar-
rowing the field to 120 pieces. They then evaluated the pieces in per-
son, eliminating around 20 more, and the rest formed the exhibition. 
Pieces by the distinguished judges were displayed in an adjoining area.

The exhibition ends December 4, 2011, at the Museo Franz Mayer 
in downtown Mexico City. 

across town at the Franz mayer museum, the work of a dedicated member of the asF 
community was on display.
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By Sloane Starke, Communications Coordinator
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c a m p U s  c U r r e n t s

February 23, 2012, when the new 
Ángeles Espinosa Yglesias Theater 
is formally inaugurated, will be a 
landmark date in the history of The 

American School Foundation. Fine arts 
education will advance to a new level, and 
current and future ASF students will reap 
benefits that will last their entire lives. 

The facility is set for completion later this 
month (December), but it feels like it’s al-
ready been with us for years, doesn’t it? With 
the hoping (dating back almost 20 years), the 
planning, the needs analysis, the designing, 
the fundraising, the anticipation and (who 
could forget?) the ongoing construction over 
the last year, this theater is already an inte-
gral part of campus life.

But how many of us in the ASF commu-
nity really know what’s behind those newly 
erected walls? We’ll find out soon enough, 
of course, when the doors swing open. But 
I for one didn’t feel like waiting, so I put on 
a hardhat and entered the construction site 
(with permission, of course) to take a look.

This was in late October, when the shell 
had taken shape but the interior was still 

mostly open space. I was struck by how vast 
that interior space is. It felt immense, cavern-
ous. There are two good reasons for that.

One is that the building extends upward 
considerably more than the highest row of 
balcony seats, perhaps more than many ex-
pected. It’s tall because it needs to be tall in 
order to meet the specs of a true theater, with 
its acoustic considerations, equipment, ma-
chinery, lighting and so forth. 

This is not, after all, a mere school audi-
torium (though it certainly can and will be 
used for assemblies). It is a modern 650-seat 
performing arts facility that will provide ASF 
students with an opportunity that few other 
K-12 students have — to perform in, experi-
ence, learn about first-hand or at least closely 
observe a true theater and its operations. 

Flexibility
The other reason for the feeling of vastness is 
this: The theater doesn’t just extend might-
ily upward; it extends downward as well. 
Remember, it occupies the site of the old 
Upper School Gym, under which was the 
Bear Cave, a weight room, lockers and other 

mostly athletics-related spaces. The removal 
of that gym meant the removal of those spac-
es, leaving a hole in the ground.

That hole, it turns out, was not only antic-
ipated by the architect and school planners, 
it was eagerly exploited to create a sort of gi-
ant basement that makes possible one of the 
most remarkable features of the new theater: 
f lexible seating.

If you’re like me, you were aware that 
there would be something called “flexible 
seating,” if only because it was mentioned 
virtually very time the theater was written 
about. But you may not have been all that 
clear on what that term refers to in the real 
world. I admit I assumed it had something 
to do with moving the rows around like Lin-
coln Logs to change configurations, though 
such a trick seemed hard to visualize in a 
theater with tiered rows of seats.

But what I saw during my October visit 
was the beginning of something more in-
triguing, and ultimately much more useful. 
The seating area can be lowered mechani-
cally into the basement, giving way to a flat 
f loor that can be used for banquets, gala 

opening soon... 
the completion of the new theater ushers in a new era for asF. Let’s take a look inside.

By Kelly Arthur Garrett, ASF Parent
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gatherings, dances or even a large, tempo-
rary art exhibit. It’s like having two entirely 
different facilities occupying the same space. 
Now, that’s f lexible.

Speaking of art exhibits, there will be two 
more or less permanent art galleries inside 
the building. The walls are primarily con-
crete, but a glass enclosure extends diago-
nally at the west end, near the Upper School. 
This area serves as a lobby, both outside the 
main seating area and, up a flight of stairs, 
outside the balcony. They are ideal spaces for 
showing student art, as well as for milling 
between acts, and they’ll be used for both.

Location, Location, Location
Where the theater is might be nearly as key 
as what it is. Convenient hole aside, the most 
appealing feature of its chosen site is its cen-
tral location on campus. 

The main entrance to the theater will be 
at the north side, near the cafeteria area, a 
spot that’s about as close to equidistant from 
three divisions —Upper School, Middle 
School and Lower School— as you can get 
on this campus. Even the ECC youngsters 
will have a relatively short walk to the the-
ater. They’ll still have to cross the street, but 
they won’t have to cross much of the cam-
pus, which can seem endless and intimidat-
ing to kids that size.

Compare that to the old and dearly de-
parted auditorium, which was ensconced 
in the (pre-remodel) Upper School and used 

primarily for Upper School activities. The 
new theater is not only nearly three times 
bigger than the old auditorium, it is explic-
itly aimed to further educational opportuni-
ties for the entire ASF student body. That’s 
why it is where it is.

What’s next
I’ve been referring exclusively to the theater 
in this article, because that’s what’s been 
built. But the theater is actually the center-
piece —the anchor, if you will— of a more 
inclusive entity properly entitled the Ángeles 
Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts Center. Named 
for the late promoter of Mexican art and cul-
ture, the Fine Arts Center, as its name im-
plies, will serve to integrate almost all ASF 
performing arts and visual arts activities in 
one place.

To do that will require extensive remodel-
ing of  the former physical education spaces be-
hind the stage at the east (Lower School) end 
of  the theater, and of  the ramp area between 
the Upper School and Lower School. That task 
is part of  the next stage of  this project.

Because the PE staff and equipment will 
have been transferred to the new Wellness 
Center, those six spaces will be available on 
a sort of interim basis for backstage facili-
ties right away. But the truly desired quality 
amenities, such as the Angela Florio Green 
Room, await the remodeling.

The renovation of the ramp area is impor-
tant because it will physically connect the 

performing and visual arts classrooms and 
rehearsal spaces to the theater and its gal-
leries. One of the results of the remodeling 
will be relocating the music classrooms and 
rehearsal spaces to ground floor, where there 
will be direct access to the stage area. The 
art classrooms will be upstairs. The Parent 
Association office and Board of Trustees of-
fice will get a new home, so the remodeled 
building will be all arts, all the time — that 
is, part of the Fine Arts Center.

Another key effort yet to be undertaken 
is the outfitting of the theater. The needed 
equipment is expensive. Yes, there is enough 
already on hand to get the theater going in a 
rudimentary fashion, but it’s a far cry from 
what’s need to operate at the level the build-
ing deserves.

Getting the remodeling and outfitting done 
will require an ongoing fundraising effort for 
the Capital Building Campaign, to which ev-
erybody with an interest in maintaining and 
improving ASF’s academic excellence is en-
couraged to contribute (see page 28).

A good example of the role of fundrais-
ing in moving the Fine Arts Center project 
forward is the actual theater chairs. All 650 
of them will be paid for by the Take a Seat 
campaign, in which donors can “take” a 
seat, confirmed by their name on a plaque, 
by making a $1,000-dollar donation. Until 
enough money is raised that way, theatergo-
ers will be sitting on temporary chairs, such 
as the folding auditorium variety. 
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the personalization  
of organization 

most students realize they need to be organized to do well in school. But it doesn’t happen by 
itself. you need to poke around for strategies and find the ones that work for you.

We’ve all been there. We assume we’ve got things orga-
nized as we prepare for that trip, that important project, 
that long-term class assignment —only to discover soon 
enough that we’re really not as organized as we should be. 

As bewilderment and doubt course through our minds, we realize we 
could have done a lot better if  we’d paid more attention to organiza-
tion at the outset.

Few would disagree that organization is especially important in a 
school setting. And it’s more vital than ever today, when globaliza-
tion and technology have created entirely new challenges. Consider 
a recent list from the National Conference for Teachers of  English of  
what a 21st century learner needs to accomplish:

• Develop proficiency with the tools of  technology   
• Build relationships with others to pose and solve problems col-
laboratively and cross-culturally  
• Design and share information for global communities to meet 
a variety of  purposes   
• Manage, analyze and synthesize multiple streams of  simulta-
neous information 
• Create, critique, analyze and evaluate multimedia texts 
• Attend to the ethical responsibilities required by these complex 
environments 

Is there one true way for students to master organization to im-
prove their learning skills in this complex new learning environment? 

By Harry Brake, Upper School Assistant Librarian

F a m i L y  F o r U m
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No, it’s not that simple. Nor should students try to use every organizing technique at once. 
The recommended approach is what might be called the personalization of  organization. 

Simply put, each individual student should find the organizational strategy that works best for 
him or her.

Parents can help their children improve their organizational skills, and there are varied and 
extensive resources available to them. The key is getting a wide range of  advice, and from that 
multitude of  possibilities determining what works best. 

Just to get an idea of  the kinds of  things we can learn, let’s look at a small sampling of  ad-
vice from within the ASF community.

problems and solutions
At a recent meeting of  the Upper School Parent Partnership, a number of  concerns related to 
organization came under the surface. These are concerns, not solutions, but they serve to il-
lustrate the issue. Among them are: 

• Knowing and being clear about assignment due dates
• The reinforcement of  good study habits
• Time management
• Adequate sleep
• Balancing homework with extracurricular activities
• Multitasking

Elisa Grant, an ASF teacher, offers some specific tips for improving young people’s organi-
zational skills:

• Make sure students have a planner or diary for writing down homework assignments 
and their exact due dates, and encourage them to use it every time something is assigned.
• Discourage them from relying on friends to tell them what the homework assignment is.
• Encourage them to tackle assignments according to their relative priority. An obvious 
example would be finishing something that is due tomorrow before working on some-
thing due next week.

Naomi Pawlik, the Upper School academic dean, advocates using Google Calendar (or 
a comparable tool) to organize tasks. That way, the information can be synced with a smart-
phone and checked or updated on the go. You can also add the class calendar to your own 
calendar if  your teacher also uses it.

The Internet is full of  practical organizational tips. For example, Tracy Miller, coordinator 
of  ASF’s Center for Teaching Excellence, pointed out a recent article at scholastic.com, the 
web portal of  the global publisher of  education materials. Entitled “12 Ways to Develop Your 
Child’s Organizational Skills,” it offers practical advice for parents who want to help their 
Lower School-aged kids learn to be organized, such as introducing a checklist, or cultivating 
an interest in collecting something. (You can access the article at http://www.scholastic.com/
resources/article/12-ways-to-develop-your-childs-organizational-skills.com.)

Again, the key to developing organizational skills is to identify the strategies that fit the specif-
ic child. Parents are in a good position to help educators and the child discover those strategies. 

“WHat i mean WHen i ask yoU 
to Be orGaniZeD”

Elaine Fong is the Upper School librar-
ian, so she knows a thing or two about 
organizing. She’s also the extended essay 
coordinator, with first-hand knowledge of 
the role of organization in students’ learn-
ing. Here she offers some frank advice on 
what being organized requires.

I gave you a set of deadlines on the first 
day of class so you could organize your 
time. Do it. 

If I am too brief in my instructions or if 
you don’t understand what I want, do 
not wait until the last minute to ask me 
to clarify. 

“Rushed” and “organized” are two 
words that don’t get along in the same 
sentence. Normally, they do not pro-
duce quality work either.

A test I learned from my 8th grade Eng-
lish teacher, Mrs. Wilson: If I can pick up 
your binder and shake it, and nothing 
falls out, you have organized it well. 

We love trees and seek to live in a 
paperless society. So if I threaten the 
environment by printing something out 
for you, it’s important. File it and make 
sure you can find it later.

Learn to love post-its, dividers and 
highlighters. Use them to organize your 
notes, handouts and binders. 

Take notes. If I am giving you instruc-
tions in class, it is not because I like the 
sound of my own voice. Some teachers 
do, but I find it just gives me laryngitis. 

Listen to and read the instructions for 
completing an assignment. I know it’s 
tough to get it all at once. That’s why I 
go over it in class, write it down again 
in my Google site, and review both in 
class. 

You can’t always multitask. Yes, I do 
find some students can concentrate 
better on a task while they listen to 
their iPods. However if you are com-
menting on Facebook, listening to 
your iPod, texting on your Blackberry 
and watching “Glee,” don’t tell me you 
didn’t have enough time to do your 
homework. You certainly had enough 
time do everything else besides your 
homework!

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Jonathan chenier
the canadian-born student activities specialist 

helps middle school students achieve a balance between 
academic success and social development.

F o c U s  o n  e D U c a t i o n  Q & A

Student Activities Specialist Jonathan chenier is a well-known personality at ASF, where he runs the Student Council and other programs, and organizes 
camps, trips, spirit days and dances. A native of Barrie, Ontario, Canada, Chenier grew up in a bilingual household, speaking French and English. He went to 

college in the United States on a track scholarship. While working at an English as a Second Language summer camp, he made a connection that would bring 
him to work in Mexico and eventually, at ASF. He recently sat down with Focus Editor-in-Chief Sloane Starke to talk about everything that came next.

Focus: tell me about your first job in mexico.
Jonathan chenier: I taught 6th grade Historia de México at Escuela 
Inglesa Kent. I didn’t speak any Spanish and they handed me a Span-
ish textbook. There were two things that worked in my favor. One, that 
it was similar enough to French that I got a little bit. And then I found 
that the Mexican government had put the translation of  the Historia 
de México textbook on-line. We had a lot of  fun. The kids learned 
English, for sure.

Focus: after a few years, you made it here to another challenging 
position. Being student activities specialist involves a lot of differ-
ent responsibilities.
Jc: I’m the first person to be activities specialist. All the administra-
tion in Middle School was new when I came here, so we just kind of  
created the position together. It was focused heavily on student travel 
and lunchtime activities at first. Depending on the wants and needs 
of  the administration, my job has grown. But in general, I’m here to 
help make sure kids have things to do outside the classroom within the 
school day and sometimes after hours.

Focus: What is asF’s philosophy on student activities?
Jc: I think it falls under the mission statement of  the school. Espe-
cially in Middle School, the students need balance. Academics are 

important, but it can’t be all they do. So my job is to help them find 
that balance outside of  the class. But also, let’s not kid ourselves – my 
job also is to create activities that can help them be prepared for the 
future.
 
Focus: What’s your role with student council?
Jc: Student Council is great. Every year, it’s gotten better. We’ve come 
to a place where Student Council can run itself, and I’m just the adult 
supervisor. 

The first thing I tell them every year is “you’re allowed to tell me 
‘no’ when it comes to student-led initiatives, and you’re allowed to 
correct me, you’re allowed to differ in opinion from me,” and usually 
those are the ideas that end up being the best ones we have. Another 
way I see my job is helping their ideas come to life. One year, Santa 
Claus (that was me) rappelled from the third floor, and that came from, 
“Wouldn’t it be cool if…?” from a seventh grader. And it happened.

Focus: What’s special about planning activities for the middle school 
age range?
Jc: The age is huge. Besides infancy to two years old, we see the most 
changes in body, mind and attitudes, likes and dislikes. They’re getting 
away from Hannah Montana and into Lady Gaga, or whatever it is 
this year. Maybe I see my job a little bit as letting them not be “too 
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cool”—to stay their age for a little while longer, or to forget that they’re 
supposed to like this or that, and just be happy. 

Focus: How do you manage parental involvement in student activities?
Jc: I ask people interested in volunteering to register with the Parent 
Association, which is the best organization on campus to direct par-
ents’ energies. I wish we had more opportunities for parents to come 
in to Middle School, but part of  that is the age of  the kids. They’re 
trying to become a little more independent from their parents, but we 
understand as a school that they really need their parents. So there’s a 
careful balance. 

Focus: How have you found success with activities after school 
hours? it must be hard to get kids on campus sometimes.
Jc: We have to choose them carefully. What we need to make sure of, 
especially when it’s not during school hours, is that it’s a “wow” event 
and they want to come to the next one.

We can make the patio in the Middle School into anything. It can be 
a ship, it can be a nightclub, it can be a concert hall. It’s been a badmin-
ton court and a soccer field and a chessboard. It’s been a snowy winter 
wonderland. And when we get to the end of  those dances, for example, 
where you turn the lights on and it’s time to go, and the kids keep 
chanting “otra!” you know you’ve done your job. Or when it snows 
in there and the kids are taking all the artificial snow and shoving it 
in their backpacks, and parents are calling to say, “What’s this in my 
house?” we know the kids really enjoyed it. 

Focus: How do you try to plan activities that rival more unhealthy 
alternatives?
Jc: When do we choose to do our dances? Halloween and Valentine’s. 
Those are times that there are other parties going on. So if  I have 400 
kids in the Middle School at a dance on a Friday night, and that’s 
keeping them from going to a party where alcohol’s being served and 
they can cause damage to themselves, then we’ve done a great job. If  
we do it in a way so that they say, “Next time I want to come to this in-
stead of  that,” even if  they heard 
“that” was good too, then we’ve 
planned well. 

Focus: What about camps? 
that must be a big part of what 
you do.
Jc: In Middle School, we travel 
to these outdoor learning expe-
riences with curriculum in mind 
first and foremost. Now, there is 
team-building and there’s defi-
nitely fun. My job is to make 
sure we have that balance, that 
I collect the wants and needs of  
the teachers based on their cur-
riculum, and we all have kids in 
mind, and put them together in 
a way that the teachers instruct 
the way they need to, to get their 
curriculum across, the kids are 
safe, they’re fed, they’re happy 
and there are fun activities inter-
spersed, and they sleep at night. 
That’s the biggest challenge. 

Focus: you seem to use outside providers a lot for these trips. Why?
Jc: Our population deserves the best possible experience. The balance 
is to find a provider that will take on as much work as needed so the 
teachers can be rested to serve the students as best as possible. So if  
the teachers are in charge of  planning curriculum, making sure meals 
are there, kids are sleeping at night, disciplining them, taking them to 
the lake, being lifeguards, being all this stuff, they’ll definitely run out 
of  energy before the kids.

Focus: it seems like safety is a big challenge in terms of planning 
these trips.
Jc: It’s been a challenge the last few years – I’m not going to lie. But 
this country is just so full of  incredible culture and history and natural 
resources, that it’s worth it. 

We physically scout new locations beforehand, otherwise we 
wouldn’t go. And as we approach camps or trips, six weeks, then two 
weeks, then three days, then the day of, I need a letter from the pro-
vider, with references to local and state authorities on the safety of  the 
region and the routes we take. We also communicate with our interna-
tional security advisors, including the U.S. Embassy. Even if  we were 
one hour into the drive and we got a message saying “Don’t go,” we’d 
turn around and come back. 

Focus: the kids seem to really like and respect you. How do you 
strike that balance between being an adult and still being “cool?”
Jc: I’m fortunate that I’ve had good training, good colleagues, and I 
was kind of  born this way as far as being outgoing and sometimes just 
loud! And in the end it’s just practice! 

I’ll put the limits. I’m not interested in hearing kids say bad words. 
I’m not interested in hearing about their parties outside school if  it’s 
not healthy. I’ll sing with a high voice, I’ll sing with a low voice, but 
when it’s not time to sing, I don’t sing. And I expect the same from 
them.

And I’m fortunate we have the kids we do. If  it were a different 
school, the same “me” might not be what they needed. 
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i n s t i t U t i o n a L  a D v a n c e m e n t

As a non-profit institution, ASF relies on the generosity of community members 
like you to continue our efforts to be a world-class institution. ASF is at a vital 

time in its history, seeking to create a state-of-the-art campus and an expanded 
scholarship program as it prepares for the next 120 years. The way anybody can help 
us reach these worthy goals is through the ASF Giving Program. It consists of two 
initiatives: the Capital Building Campaign and the Annual Scholarship Drive.

the capital Building campaign
The Capital Building Campaign is what enables ASF to move forward with its Master 
Building Plan, which has included so far the underground bus parking facility and 
the Upper School renovation. Currently, a gift to the Capital Building Campaign 
supports the completion of the current building projects, which are the Ángeles 
Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts Center and the Mary Street Jenkins Wellness Center. 

By contributing to these current building projects, you help ASF create the 
spaces where our students and those of the future will develop their talents and 
reach the highest levels of achievement.

Since tuition is only used to pay faculty and staff, to support educational 
expenses and to maintain the campus, the school must look to its community 
for donations for major construction. So the ASF campus that we have today 
exists because of the hard work and generosity of the generations who came 
before us. And the campus we will have tomorrow will be the result of what we 
contribute today.

The Capital Building Campaign is organized by a steering committee. The 
2011-2012 Capital Campaign Steering Committee consists of the following 
hardworking volunteers:
chair emeritus: Horacio McCoy (’57)  General Campaign Co-Chairs: Gordon 
Viberg, Tito Vidaurri. 
members: Rodrigo González Calvillo, Fernando Gutiérrez, Carlos Williamson, 
Marilú Hernández, Cecilia Saba, Vicky Fuentevilla, Mónica Sulaimán, Rosa 
Pisinger (’87), Frances Huttanus.

the annual scholarship Drive
The Annual Scholarship Drive is your opportunity to support educational 
opportunities. Approximately 15% of ASF students receive financial aid, which 
helps their families cover the cost of tuition. Most donations to the drive are 
small to medium gifts, and we encourage all our community members to make 
a gift at least once a year, in the amount that is right for them. As a caring 
community, we all want to reach out to help maintain a diverse student body by 
attracting future leaders whose families might otherwise not be able to afford 
an ASF education. 

Many events throughout the year also benefit the Annual Scholarship Drive: 
the Chocolate Sale, the ECC poems and songs CD, the Golf Tournament and the 
Holiday Bazaar, among others. 

The Annual Scholarship Drive Committee 2011-2012 consists of the following 
hardworking volunteers:
parent chairs: Adriana (’91) and Sven Wallsten (’91).
members: Marissa Russell (’92), Andrea Hernández, Raymundo Solis (’86), María 
Dolores José Phillips (’82), Helga Mendoza (’91), Alma Rosa Rodríguez, Roberto 
Salinas, Adele Goldschmied.

and keep in mind... 
 All gifts to The American School are tax-deductible, both in Mexico and the 
United States. Your employer may even offer matching contributions – ask at 
work or call ASF’s Institutional Advancement Office. 

Finally, please note that as of August 2010, all receipts are emitted electronically. 
For this reason, it is important that you provide your e-mail address.

We are enclosing pledge cards in this issue of Focus for your convenience. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

asF’s Giving program:
you can Be part of tomorrow, today
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take a seat: the Final push 
With the the Ángeles Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts Center 
almost ready to open its doors, the final fundraising push for 
the theater’s 650 seats is on! The committee members for the 
Take a Seat campaign are: Aliki Elías (’88), Blanca Santacruz, 
Alexandra Franco, Beatríz Diaque, Concha and Alfonso de 
Angoitia (’80), Christina Moguel, Juan Carlos Mateos, Mari-
ana Arsuaga, Marissa Russell (’92) and Viviana Alcocer.

a Gala inaugural for the 
Fine arts center is set 
for February 23, 2012. 
Don’t miss it!

Members of the executive committee in charge of planning the inauguration. Left to right: 
Co-Chairs Gina Aiza (’89) and Erika Hojel, Paloma Porraz, Board Liaison Joan Liechty and 
Mariana Arsuaga. Not pictured: Veronica Uhtoff. 

Maestro Álvaro Díaz, director of the Orquesta de Cámara de 
Ensenada, spoke with Focus about the concert he will be conduct-
ing at the inaugural event for the new Fine Arts Center in February. 
Here’s what he had to say:

on planning the concert
The first proposal was that they wanted to do a gala concert, with great 
soloists, that would be principally a fundraiser for scholarships. Then we had 
a series of brainstorms in terms of what we could do, and slowly the idea 
started changing. 

We had this idea – why doesn’t the core group of professional musicians 
from my orchestra get together with the high-level, high-performing musi-
cians that you have, and really form a school orchestra? The original idea 
of bringing in international concert performers as soloists, we discovered, 
wasn’t really necessary, because you have the soloists here.

on finding talent at asF
There was a search, an inventory of the talent you have in terms of classical mu-
sic. We discovered that there’s a teacher who is also a professional opera singer, 
who doesn’t even teach music but teaches something else right now. Interesting 
things are coming together. My orchestra and I, we will be returning to Ensenada. 
But we hope this project and this orchestra will continue on its own.

There will always be talented students, especially if you create a solid mu-
sic program and a community orchestra with parents, teachers and students. 
That will cause more students to become interested in music. “Look, playing 
in the orchestra is fun!” And, in fact, it is! So this is also about creating a love 
for the arts.

on working with young people
I like working with young people. In fact I prefer working with young people, 
because young musicians are still open to making music. They make music 
out of a philosophy we have, or at least I have, that music is the only thing 
that can change the world for the better. 

“this is about creating  
a love for the arts.”

The much-anticipated inaugural event of the Ángeles Espinosa Yglesias Fine 

Arts Center, set for February 23, 2012, will feature a grand concert. The 

orchestra will consist of a unique blend of professional musicians from the 

Orquesta de Cámara de Ensenada and performers from the ASF community, 

including students, parents, alumni, faculty and staff. All will be under the di-

rection of Maestro Álvaro Díaz.

The gala evening will also feature an art opening in the Hojel Schumacher 

Gallery, within the Fine Arts Center building. The exhibition will include selec-

tions from “Picturing America,” provided by the United States Embassy, and 

interpretative artworks by ASF students. 

Wine and cheese will be served.

Join us! Reserve your tickets or table of six by contacting María José Marín, 

marinmj@asf.edu.mx.



i n s t i t U t i o n a L  a D v a n c e m e n t

With 120 parents, students, alumni, staff and faculty members participating, the 9th Annual Golf 
Tournament at the Club de Golf Bosque Real took place on November 7, 2011. The tourna-

ment raised $900,000 pesos for the Annual Scholarship Drive. 
This year we added a live auction to the fun, including two premier tickets to Madrid donated by 

Aeromexico, two stays at Haciendas Mundo Maya with airfare donated by Haciendas Mundo Maya 
and a plasma screen donated by LG. The auction itself raised $140,000 pesos!

The Annual Scholarship Drive Was the Big Winner
At the 9th Annual ASF Golf Tournament

1st 
Place

2nd 
Place

3rd 
Place

Jaime lozano
enrique solórzano
sergio treviño
santiago urquiza

humberto acevedo
alejandro lópez
fernando salom
Juan carlos Ysita

Bernardo Balcazar
José Pablo Gazpar
carlos lópez
José ma. Poo

BEST O’YES: andrés rivera (’96)
LONGEST DRIvE (WOMEN): miriam Bravo (’90)
LONGEST DRIvE (MEN): francis toedli (’97)

mauricio Bravo (’90)
alexis ellstein (’90)
miriam Guzman (’90)
Julio e. hirschfield (’90)

Guillermo aboumrad
roberto calderón
Bosco Quinzaños
eduardo reyes

John donnelly
eduardo donnelly (’96)
Gonzalo Gil
adolfo ríos
carlos Williamson

We would like to thank the sponsors that made this tournament successful: Bosque real, toyota financial services, 
lorant, aBc hospital, aeromexico, aon, atlas, Bacardi – Grey Goose, Buró de crédito, cielito Querido, cisco, devlyn, excel, fonda Garufa, Gifan, Gimsa, 
haciendas mundo maya, hotel Brick, hotel Presidente intercontinental mexico city, hP, hsBc, iusacell, Johnson & Johnson, la cava de los amigos, lenom 
Poshbranding, lG, lipu, marinter, navix, Pesa, Pozzeidon, Pública, rancho avándaro, silk, starbucks, tide, tecnolomet, Warranty Group, Yogurtland.
We would also like to thank the organizing committee: carlos Williamson and John donnelly, chairs
fernando Gutiérrez, Gonzalo Barrutieta, Patsy hubp, tatiana amore, tom sullivan, sven Wallsten (‘91).

Category 1 Category 2



middle school and 
Lower school students 
Joined Forces
to sell chocolates  
for the annual 
scholarship Drive

In order to involve students in 
different initiatives that support the 

Annual Scholarship Drive, Middle 
School as well as Lower School 
students were invited to participate 
in the Chocolate Sale event that 
took place from September 26 to 
October 14. Students went out and 
sold chocolates to friends, family 
members, neighbors and anybody else 
who loves chocolate and was happy 
to support financial aid through the 
Annual Scholarship Drive. 

All the participating students 
deserve a thank you from the 
entire ASF community, as do the 
individuals who bought chocolates. 
Special mention goes to the Lower 
School 3D classroom, which sold the 
most chocolates and therefore won 
a party at the Incredible Buffet and 
Fun Center.

We want to thank the Middle 
School Spanish class for its additional 
support. Those students organized a 
special “Churros and Hot Chocolate” 
sale. The money raised was donated 
to the Annual Scholarship Drive.

a Big Boost from the art to art auction

For the third year, the annual ASF Art Fair included an auction of student 
works to benefit the construction of the Ángeles Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts 

Center. Visual Arts Coordinator Pat Patterson, in collaboration with other ASF art 
teachers, oversaw the creation of 40 art pieces by students at all levels. For a list 
of the students who contributed works to the auction, see page 20.

the Holiday Bazaar is near!

Mark your calendars for December 14, 15 and 16. Those are the three days 
of the annual Holiday Bazaar, one of the most cherished ASF events that 

offers all comers a fun and festive place for holiday shopping while helping 
to fund scholarships for deserving students. More than 90 vendors will offer 
special products at great prices. This year the bazaar will have a new setting, 
next to Lower School.

save the Dates!

Mark your calendar for the two major inaugural events of the coming new 
year. They are:

February 23, 2012. 
A gala concert event to inaugurate the 
Ángeles Espinosa Yglesias Fine Arts 
Center. 

may 12, 2012. 
An exhibition basketball game between 
the Harlem Ambassadors and the 
ASF staff will highlight the inaugural 
events for the Mary Street Jenkins 
Wellness Center.
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street art... indoors

By Camila Migoya, Naomi Kinoshita, Victoria Leucona and Renatta Brockman, Middle School Students

In our 7th grade visual arts class, we had the opportunity to experi-
ence what it takes to create street art. We learned that the purpose 
of  true street art is not about vandalizing or marking territory. It is 
about creating a work of  art that can change people’s minds.

As an introduction to the topic, Ms. Ivette Berentsen showed us a 
movie called “Exit Through the Gift Shop,” which is a documentary 
about street artists, including a famous one named Robert Banksy. 

 Then we sketched our teams’ ideas and thought about ideal walls 
in the Middle School Building where we would like to paint them. 
All of the projects had to have an important message to teach. We 
also had to create a PowerPoint presentation explaining our project. 

A panel of  judges came to class to see our presentations. They were 
so impressed with them that most teams were able to exhibit their proj-
ects on the walls they had chosen. That’s when the projects came to life. 

Some of the messages behind these art works are:
• “Follow your dreams.”
• “Stop the violence, period.” 
• “Everyone is different but special in their own way.”
This project helped us appreciate teamwork. It also helped us un-

derstand the importance of expressing yourself even if your opinion 
is different from others’. 

Please come by the MS and enjoy these works for yourself. 

it doesn’t have to be about vandalism or tagging. some middle school students learned 
how to use street art for positive messages.

s t U D e n t  v o i c e s
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Kathryn S. Blair, the noted author of  In 
the Shadow of  the Angel and the recently 
published Forging a Nation, was three 
years old when her father was trans-

ferred from Havana, Cuba, to Mexico City in 
the early 1920s. He soon decided to enroll her 
in The American School at the K1 level.

“At that time, ASF had about 500 students 
from first grade to high school,” she recalls. 
“They were from many different countries be-
cause the embassies sent their children there 
to study English.” 

She especially remembers a math teacher. 
“I discovered years later that he was the son 
of  General Felipe Ángeles, who had grown 
up in the United States after the execution of  
his father in the aftermath of  the Revolution.” 

At 15, she attended high school in California. 
Because she had already completed many of the 
requirements, she was put in the junior class 
and advanced to her senior year at age 16. After 
high school, she majored in history and art at 
UCLA, graduating in 1940. Those two subjects 
remained her interest and passion for life.

In 1941, ASF Superintendent Henry Cain 
asked Kathryn to create an art department 
in the basement of  the school, then located 
on the corner of  Insurgentes and San Luis 

Potosí. She taught for two semesters, but 
while she was in California for the winter 
holidays, Pearl Harbor was bombed and she 
could not get back to Mexico. 

Finally, in December 1959, divorced and 
with one child, Reid Thorburn (’65), Kathryn 
returned to Mexico City and married Donald 
Antonio Blair Rivas Mercado in June 1961. All 
her children, Vivian (’65), Monte (’67) and Mar-
ian (’71) attended ASF, as well as her two grand-
daughters, Mariana (’96) and Valeria (’98).

Kathryn had always thought it strange that 
neither her husband nor anybody else in his 
family would talk about her mother-in-law, 
Antonieta Rivas Mercado, except to state that 
she had died in Paris when she was 30. The 
accidental discovery that Antonieta had com-
mitted suicide in the Notre Dame Cathedral 
led Kathryn to begin what turned out to be a 
20-year investigation into her mother-in-law’s 
life. The result was her first book, In the Shad-
ow of  the Angel, published when Kathryn was 
75. “You never know what you can do until 
you try,” she says.

The “Angel” of  the title refers to Mexico’s 
independence monument, which was designed 
and built by Antonieta’s father as a tribute to 
Mexico’s triumph over Spanish rule. The 

book, which explores the theme of  oppression 
based on gender, race, religion and class, was 
an immediate best-seller in Mexico and has 
sold more than 200,000 copies to date.

“I don’t consider myself  an academic writ-
er,” Kathryn says. “I am a storyteller.” 

Her new book, Forging a Nation: The Story of  
Mexico from the Aztecs to the Present, was motivated 
by her desire to make the world more aware of  
Mexico’s history. “I feel that Mexico is not well 
understood,” she says, explaining that her goal is 
to have this book in every airport of the world. 

The book was edited by ASF alum René 
Solis (’52). “I really admire him because he 
took the chance and believed in this book,” 
she says, smiling. 

Kathryn writes in English, but her books 
are also published in Spanish. “It is very im-
portant that the translator understand the 
rhythm of  the writer,” she says. “Therefore I 
feel fortunate that Leonor Tejada translated 
my new book.” (Both her books are available 
in Spanish and English on Amazon.com.)

Can we look forward to more from this 
very special ASF alum? “At age 91, my brain 
and knees still work, and I hope to continue 
writing,” she says. “I feel delighted that ASF 
is doing this interview. It is an honor.” 

Forging a Legacy
kathryn Blair (’38) entered asF in the 1920s, and went on to author important books 
exploring mexican history. and she’s still going strong. 
By Cindy Tanaka (’91), ASF Alumni Coordinator

a L U m n i  P R O F I L E
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a L U m n i  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Continuing a tradi-
tion, the ASF Alumni 
Fighting Bears played 
against alumni of  the 

Gamo-CUM in October. It was 
a memorable event, full of  spirit 
and good cheer, making it a great 
Saturday afternoon. And the best 
part? The Bears won 25-0. 

The Bears 2011 team: Gerar-
do García González (’05), Leon 
Merikanskas (’93), Alejandro 
Stieglitz (’02), Ivan Zapata (’04), 
Richard Seifert (’02), José Luis 
Franco Montealvo (’02), Luis 
Fernando García (’02), Juan José 
Suárez (’10), Blake Davis (’11), 
Victor Campomanes (’02), David 
Weingarten (’09), Teddy Nanes 
Sarfati (’09), José Cherem (’09), 
Victor Suárez (’09), Clemente 
Dadoo (’11), Pablo Gómez (’09), 
Diego García Cacho (’04), Eric 
Rodríguez (’03), Jonathan Sa-
lomon (’03), Emilio Mejía (’09) 
and Mauricio Quintana (’00). 

alumni Bowl: a tradition Lives on

Career Day, which took place 
on Friday, September 30, 
2011, gave Upper School 
students the opportunity to 

learn more about different career op-
tions. Outstanding ASF alumni came 
to talk to the students about their career 
and real-life experiences, giving them a 
larger view and enriching the education 
that ASF offers its students. 

A special thanks to Daniel Besquin 
(’03), Claudio Hall (’87), Arturo Weiss 
(’97), Santiago Kneeland (’98), Melissa 
Trouyet (’95), Pablo Álvarez (’02), Car-
olina Lukac (’99), Eugenia Kuri (’04), 
Juan Pablo Arroyo (’03), Ilan Katz 
(’93), Mauricio Quintana (’00), Roberto 
Palacios (’92), Marissa Russell (’92), Fe-
lipe Armand (’96), Gary Alazraki (’96), 
Dorin Urich Sass (’04), Juan Rebolledo 
(’00), Norma Velasco (’92), Rosario 
Lemos (’82), Andres Lajous (’01), Reni 
Baitenmann (’05), Claudia Stepensky 
(’01) and Mario Rubio (’00). 

career Day: a Learning opportunity
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a L U m n i  C L A S S  N O T E S

’65A class reunion is planned for the 
nights of June 7-9, 2012, in Phoenix, 

Arizona, with the theme “Class of ’65 Turns 
65.” Reservations at the Wigwam Resort are 
available for $99 dollars per night, by call-
ing 1-623-935-3811 from the United States or 
1-800-327-0396 from Mexico or other coun-
tries. Mention “American School Reunion” 
or the group code number AMS07A. More 
information is available at the class web site, 
www.ahs65mexico.com, created by Leigh 
Lockwood, or by calling nena Gottfried 
Wiley at 623-935-3186 or Grant Brandon at 
401-603-1955.

’66mary George Hubp writes from 
Mexico City: “I have been married 

to my husband Jorge Consejo for 36 years and 
have three boys who are now on their own 
and doing well. Jorge and I continue to work 
with the family business begun by Donald 
Hubp 60 years ago. It’s called Donald Clean 
(http://donaldclean.com). We also like to trav-
el and play tennis.”

’66 Jana Larson Fowers writes: “I 
have been married for 37 years 

and have nine children and 20 grandchildren. 
I teach high school (all subjects) to inmates 
from the county jail here in Utah. I am also a 
healer, using essential oils.”

’70 David Giffin writes: “I have joined 
the ranks of the retired. After 23 

years at Cyanamid/Wyeth/Pfizer, the days of 
waking up early to go to work are finally over. 
In December 2011, Soledad, Christian and I 
will be packing it up and moving to Santiago. 
If anyone plans to travel that far south please 
let us know (my contact information on the 
ASF database has been updated). We will be 
glad to have you visit.”

’71Marcos Navarro writes to his class-
mates: “As I sat and reflected at our 

reunion, I realized how many wonderful class-
mates I have had and grown up with. With a 
little more maturity I am able to connect with 
the richness in life that all of you bring into 
my life. I am able to connect through all of 
you with how unique we all are, having grown 
up in a mixed culture, and with the richness in 
life we bring to the world. We not only brought 
this richness out during the reunion, but also 
by staying connected via e-mail, Facebook, 
phone, visits, etc. I truly had a memorable 
reunion. I will cherish the memory of this re-
union and will bring the goodness you have 
made me feel into my daily life. Thank you all 
for your friendship.”

’72 Lisa patricia Hubp Ballinger 
writes: “My husband Robert and 

I will be celebrating 23 years of marriage in 
December 2011. My daughter Kathryn is 21 
and a junior at McMurry University in Abilene, 
Texas. My son Geoffrey is a senior in an IB pro-
gram and is looking forward to a year abroad 
as an exchange student in 2012-2013. Both my 
husband and I teach at South Texas College 
in McAllen.”

’74vivian Lampell writes to her class-
mates: “I hope this finds all of you 

well and I trust we shall meet again soon. 
This July Laurie katzman, Jamie Benado, 
eli Jinich, rosie Beasley and I spent time 
together in Breckenridge, Colorado in a won-
derful mini-reunion. We had an opportunity to 
get to know each other again as adults and 
remember all the good times growing up in 
Mexico City. Life is short and you never know 
what tomorrow will bring; make each day 
meaningful. I wish all of you good health and 
happiness in your lives.”

’87A 25-year reunion is planned for May 
3-6 in Los Cabos, Baja California Sur, 

at the Hotel Sheraton Hacienda del Mar Golf 
& Spa Resort. For more information, e-mail 
nora sneider at norasneider@aol.com.

’97 In August 2011, Jerónimo 
Hirschfeld opened Jeronimo’s Bar, 

a neighborhood bar/lounge in the more sophis-
ticated South of Fifth neighborhood of Miami 
Beach. This emerging neighborhood is quickly 
becoming a destination spot for both locals and 
tourists, offering a refuge from the congestion 
north of Fifth Street. Jeronimo’s Bar sets out to 
distinguish itself as the alternative to the loud 
and boisterous club options currently permeat-
ing the area. For more information, call 305-
397-8382 or visit www.jeronimosbar.com.

’00mauricio Quintana writes: “After 
graduating from ASF, I went to 

live in Paris and Florence, but Boston was the 
place I chose for my studies. I studied commu-
nications at Emerson College, with specialties 
in film, theater, marketing and public rela-
tions. I played soccer for the university team 
and took acting courses, combining my two 
passions. After graduating in 2005, I moved 
to Los Angeles to focus on acting, and had the 
opportunity to study with the great drama 
teacher Howard Fine. While living in L.A., I 
founded EPOCA Films in conjunction with 
three friends —César Rodríguez, Francesco 
Papini and Noé Santillán-López. With the last 
two, I wrote and created the television series 
‘El Diez’ and later on decided to come back 
to Mexico City. ‘El Diez’ is now being aired on 
ESPN and has had great success in Mexico, Co-
lombia, Venezuela and Central America. The 
official start of ‘El Diez’ in the United States 
was October 30, 2011. EPOCA Films is now in 
pre-production of the movie ‘Tierras Rojas’ 
and in talks for the second season of ‘El Diez’.” 

’04 maría elisa rojas writes: “After 
graduation I have been working 

at Fundación Mexicana para la Educación, la 
Tecnología y la Ciencia. It is a non-profit orga-
nization designed to aid young Mexican lead-
ers to study for a master’s degree.” For more 
information, visit funedmx.org.

’05Jennifer H. troice writes: “The 
inauguration of ‘En la profundi-

dad,’ my new show of marine pieces made of 
bronze, was on September 22, 2011.

’05nalleli ortega c. writes: “Hello! 
I hope everyone is doing great. I 

wanted to let you know that last September 
I opened my first cupcake shop, Color Bits, in 
Mexico City. The project is a fusion between 
my two passions: cooking and advertising. The 
cupcakes are great and the store is pretty cool 
too. Cynthia Maldonado made a special con-
tribution. Come by the shop any time! Friends 
are always welcome. Also visit www.colorbits.
mx and www.facebook/ColorBits.”

WHere are yoU?
if you ever attended asF, we’re looking for you! 
please update your information by sending an 
e-mail to alumni@asf.edu.mx right away. We 
want to keep you up to date on all the asF news 
as well as informed about upcoming alumni 
events. keep in touch!

WHat are yoU Up to?
Let Focus be your way of letting the asF 
community know what’s been going on in your 
life after you moved on from the school. send 
information to alumni@asf.edu.mx. Don’t 
forget to include a photo!
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a L U m n i  R E U N I O N S

1966: Fun in  
san antonio

We, the Class of 1966, celebrated our 45-year reunion in San 
Antonio, Texas, October 14-16. Thanks to all 48 who joined 

in, and special thanks to Kevin Martin, Mike Scott, Greg Jackson, 
Barbara Munro, Barbara Hotz and Sally Polk for their contri-
butions. Everyone genuinely enjoyed being able to talk to one 
another and share a little bit about our lives. 

Here’s what we did:
We talked, we walked, we talked, we ate lots of good stuff, 

we talked some more, we rode a boat, we visited El Mercado, 
we walked some more, we went sightseeing, we talked, we had 
some great meals, we shopped, we rode a trolley, we talked and 
most of all we had fun. 

And then there was the mango ice cream...
Now we plan our 49/50-year (or 50/51-year) reunion in con-

junction with the class of ’67! 
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1971: coronado Weekend
The Class of 1971 celebrated its 40th class reunion during a great weekendin 

beautiful Coronado, California, from Friday, July 29, through Sunday, July 31. 
About 40 alumni and family members joined in the celebration from various 
parts of the world, including the United States, Mexico, Bahrain and Sweden. 

Attending alumni included Bill de la Peña, Carl D’Acosta, Marcos Navarro, 
Jeremy Kravetz, Juan Morales, Martha Culebro, Rolf Olsen, Tina Clark, Mark Par-
kinson, Donna Jobert, Wini Schars, Sally Piernick, Suzette Falk, Beatriz Zarzuela, 
Eric Denniston, Marejke Wahlberg, Stephen Wright, John Frixione, Carlson Mal-
amud, Sandra Mehl, Erland Ortiz, Henry Oskam, Frances Anderson Swartwout, 
Marva Lopez, Enrique Schon and Connie de la Vega.

The events started with an ocean sunset welcome cocktail party at Bill de la 
Peña’s on Friday evening, followed by a wonderful dinner at the historic Coro-
nado Boathouse 1887. On Saturday, we enjoyed lunch at the Hotel del Coronado 
Sundeck and danced to live music. In the evening, we dressed up in our finest 
costumes for a 60s and 70s-themed costume party dinner dance. We had a blast 
reliving our days at AHS. 

The reunion concluded on Sunday with a farewell champagne brunch at 
Coronado’s Vigilucci’s Ristorante. 

—Marcos Navarro (’71)
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Leon merikanskas (’93) and his wife Dalia had a daughter, Mijal, who 
was born May 11, 2011, in Mexico City.

salma menéndez (’96) had a baby boy August 16, 2011, at 8:20 a.m. 
Tadeo Galván weighed 3.750 kg and measured 52 cm.

a L U m n i  M I L E S T O N E S

sandra López León (’95) and Albertus Ruiter are overjoyed to 
announce the birth of their daughter Sophia. She was born in Barcelona 
on June 20, 2011, and is pictured here with her brothers Leon (8 years 
old) and Max (4). Both boys go to the American School in Barcelona.

From tHe maiLroom
to the editor,
Being an alumnus (Class of 1958) and very closely attached 
to the alumni group who initiated the original Alumni As-
sociation, and instrumental in starting and supporting the 
Alumni Gazette, I must tell you that I still miss the format 
and direction of that publication. Call me sentimental. 
Nevertheless, for years I have preached the concept 
“accept change and mostly, create change!” Therefore, 
I must acknowledge the current quality content and pro-
fessional appearance of Focus with its improved empha-
sis on students/alumni and overall ASF news.

The Summer/Fall 2011 issue was particularly in-
teresting to me. The article on Susie Glusker (’57) 
made me remember with great pleasure my experi-
ences with her and her mother Anita Brenner (and 
her artist friends) for whom I worked on a part-time 
basis while I was still in school, distributing her 
monthly magazine, Mexico/This Month, to several 
government and private companies.

And then, turning the page, I found the article 
on Mr. Enrique Beltranena, CEO of Volaris. The article triggered thoughts of 
my own professional experience in the airline industry, but mostly it reminded me 
of how much I owe to the AHS.

At this time in my life (certainly late), I would like to acknowledge the very 
important background given to me by very special teachers who gave me so much 
and influenced me forever in my long and satisfying professional career.

•	Initially,	a	casual	family	friend,	Mrs.	Irene	Anzaldúa,	suggested	I	enter	the	school	
through Colegio Columbia so I could one day be fluent in English. She made it pos-
sible, in spite of our very limited family resources. Eventually, I moved to AHS.
•	 In	 fifth	 grade,	 Mrs.	 Solares	 was	 instrumental	 in	 my	 Spanish	 elementary	
courses where I learned to express myself correctly. With proper verbal and 
written skills, during my first job at Remington Rand in Mexico, I conducted 
myself into a management position.
•	Mr.	G.	Figueroa’s	and	Mr.	A.	Rodriguez’s	math	teachings	motivated	me	to	be	
a tutor in math and algebra to other students, which became a foundation for 
my interest and dedication to computers.
•	Besides	math,	Mr.	Figueroa	also	taught	me	basic	French.	This	was	a	major	
asset for me when I obtained my last job in the 1990s at SITA, Société Interna-
tionale de Télécommunications Aéronautiques.
•	All	through	high	school,	Mrs.	Sheridan	made	me	her	special	target	so	I	would	
excel in English grammar. She “forced” me with long painful practices to be 
sufficiently fluent so I could speak in public. Thanks to her effort and special 
interest, I was a frequent speaker at many presentations and lectures on com-
puter technology at airline trade conferences in the U.S. and Europe.
•	And	very	especially,	Mrs.	Julie	Stevenson	(’67)	and	her	husband	Bob,	who	honored	
me with their personal friendship, gave me a recommendation for my first job at 
Remington Rand in Mexico, for the computer division UNIVAC (now UNISYS). 
After 10 years in Mexico, UNISYS transferred me to the international headquar-

ters in Philadelphia and later on to Europe as director of the airlines division, where 
I spent 15 more years, for a total employment of 25 years! After that, I joined Pied-
mont Airlines as information systems director. Four years later, I took a position as 
vice president of information and business technology at America West Airlines. 
After four more years, I joined SITA as VP and general manager, where I stayed for 
the last 11 years of my employed professional life. A long 40+ years of professional 
experience, all based on superior AHS influence.

I am so very sorry I never personally expressed my appreciation to those won-
derful mentors (and others) who gave me so much! They were the foundation for 
an incredibly satisfying professional life. However, at this time I wish to convey to 
some of their children and my friends of those AHS years, my love and gratitude 
to their parents who meant so much to me.

To Lalo Solares (’58), Goyo Figueroa (’55), Álvaro Rodríguez (’54), Patsy Sheri-
dan (’56), Gita Stevenson (’58) and my dearest Hope Stevenson (’57), all my love 
and thank you! You had such caring and wonderful parents who were very special 
teachers to many of us. I shall never forget them, I will pray for them and I will 
always hold them close to my heart!

Jorge Franco (’58)
Yago and Mateo, identical twin boys, were born in June 2011 to
maria elisa rojas (’04).
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When someone you love becomes a memory,  
the memory becomes a treasure. 

Author Unknown

• Steve BlaiSe
Former ASF coach Steve Blaise passed away in August, 2011. He suf-
fered a heart attack while rehabilitating from an earlier auto acci-
dent followed by a coma. Friends remember him for his “continuous 
e-mails, humor, love of AHS and enthusiasm for life.” Condolences 
can be sent to his four children —Scott, James, Jenni and Mark— at 
blaiseisgolfing@gmail.com, james.blaise@gmail.com, jenni.blaise@
hotmail.com and blaise.mark@gmail.com. 

• Harry W. Mazal (’54)
A Mexico City native, internationally recognized Holocaust researcher, 
self-taught historian and owner of the world’s largest library on the 
Holocaust, ASF graduate Harry Mazal passed away in San Antonio, 
Texas, on August 22, 2011, at age 74 after a long battle with cancer. 

• Miguel del villar Barragán (’58)
“Miguel del Villar Barragán (“Leon”) passed away on October 21, 
2011. Born in Mexico City on August 19, 1940, the son of Miguel del 
Villar and Ofelia Barragán, he graduated from ASF in 1958 and stud-
ied Business Administration at Washington University, later obtaining 
his master’s degree in marketing. During his college days, he met the 
love of his life, Maailke Volkersz, and married her in 1965. The couple 
had three children, Maaike, Miguel and Michelle. Miguel lived his life 
as a leader until his last days, always sharing his ideas with the young 
generations. His passion for scouting, his love for nature, his hob-
bies of French cars and horses and his enormous emphasis on values 
and principles distinguished him in all his personal and professional 
activities. What he most enjoyed was his seven grandchildren. Today 
the world is better because he lived.” — Iván Guerra

• Mario Méndez (’59)
Tony Sanchez (’58) informs the ASF community of the death of Mario 
Méndez: “He was a beloved friend, a Gamma, and was always hang-
ing around Betsy and Sanch. He was an outstanding member of the 
old AHS varsity soccer and football teams. May his soul rest in peace.”

• Juanita garciagodoy WieSe (’70)
Juanita passed away Thursday, October 27, 2011, at age 59. Candace 
Michael (’68) tells us Juanita graduated from what was then called 
AHS, then taught at AHS. She eventually returned to the U.S., teach-
ing at Macalester College, where her memorial service was to be 
held. She is survived by her brother Eduardo “Eddie” Garciagodoy 
(’73) and her sister Ma. Teresa “Terry” (’76). 

• arMando ortiz (’74)
Armando Ortiz, who served as an alumni ambassador for 1970s 
ASF graduates, has passed away. Classmate Vivian Lampell writes, 
“He always had a smile on his face. When we planned our reunion 
in 2008, Armando helped a lot, even though at the last minute he 
was unable to attend because his radio station offered him the op-
portunity to cover the Montreal Jazz Festival, which was a great op-
portunity for his professional career. I know Armando loved Mexico, 
and he loved his jobs working in radio and teaching English. He will be 
remembered with great affection.”

• nicoláS Suárez (’03)
Nicolás Suárez passed away October 16, 2011, in Mexico City. 

I N  M E M O R I A M

elena reyes (’89)

The ASF community was shocked and sad-
dened by the death of Upper School coun-
selor Elena Reyes just days before the 2011-
2012 school year began. Ms. Reyes was an 
alumna of ASF, as are her sisters Adriana 
(’90), Angélica (’96) and Verónica (’93), and 
her mother Elena Carrillo (’68). Her neph-
ews are students at ASF.

Many ASF employees, students and friends of the school attended 
Ms. Reyes’ visitation and funeral off campus, and a special memorial 
event was held on campus as well, where photos of Ms. Reyes rotated 
through large screens as her family, friends, co-workers and students 
took turns sharing special memories and tributes to her. Students re-
leased balloons in her honor.

Ms. Reyes’ students and fellow educators remembered her as 
someone who worked to connect on a deep level with her advisees and 
other students, and who was willing to fight for those relationships.

Lorraine de la riva,  
1945-2010

Myriam de la Riva (‘58) sends these re-
flections on her sister Lorraine de la Riva, 
whose passing was announced in a previous 
edition of Focus.
“Some teachers are unforgettable and leave 
an indelible mark on our lives as students 
and human beings. The American School has 
been for many of us an unforgettable place 
where students and alumni learn values and 
culture, thanks to having experiences with 

teachers like Ms. Lorraine.” 

“Ms. Lorraine’s profound commitment to her alma mater, and to her 
pupils in early childhood education, was her passion during more 
than 25 years of teaching. And for 30 years she offered her own after-
noon English workshop, teaching after school. Ms. Lorraine also wrote 
a book about a unique system of education using songs, projects, and 
other activities.” 

“Ms. Lorraine helped us to fulfill our own personal quests through her 
example and her teachings.” 
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The Mexican organization Animal Encounters came to the ECC on Thursday, September 28, 
to help us all become aware of the consequences when natural habitats are destroyed.

k i D s ’  c o r n e r

“you can count on me”
Students in Rooms 10, 12 and 13 of Pre-First in the ECC have been learning about how we can all be responsible 

towards our endangered animals. They went to La Mega Pantalla to see a movie called “Nacidos Para Ser Libres” and 
learned that the biggest problem for wildlife today is that people are destroying and changing natural landscapes and 

animals are losing the places they need to live in to find food and shelter. Hunters are also killing the animals.
They have learned that some of Mexico’s endangered animals are are the golden eagle, the monarch 

butterfly, the prairie dog, the jaguar, the Mexican wolf and the gray whale. Here is what some ECC students, 
Lucas, Adelina and Gaspar, wrote about what they learned.

Daniela






